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ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT QUINCY

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, DOC!
Administrator Bruce Vaca congratulates Doc Hays on
his 100th birthday.  Doc turned 100 on May 12th but a
party in his honor was celebrated on May 10th.  Doc
becomes the third Centenarian at IVHQ.

PROVIDING A HOME FOR VETERANS...  OVER 125 YEARS STRONG!
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Population Report

Men Women
WWII 120 11
WWII & Korea 8 0
Korea 95 1
WWII, Korea & Vietnam 2 0
Korea & Vietnam 3 1
Vietnam 72 1
Gulf 2 0
Peace Time 29 2
Non-Veterans 0 61
Total 331 76
Total Population 407

H These statistics were valid as of June 17, 2013.

Age Range Chart

Men Women
39 & Under 0 0
40-49 0 0
50-59 8 0
60-69 56 3
70-79 52 7
80-89 158 43
90-99 55 22
100 & Over 2 1

Branch of Service Report

Air Force 32
Army 210
Coast Guard 4
Marine 23
Navy 78 
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SUMMER SAFETY
Almost everyday throughout the year it is easy

to find several residents who like being outside and
enjoy sitting in the sun in particular.  Most of the
year at IVHQ that is harmless enough but with the
hotter temperatures and intense sunlight of late
June and all of July and August sure to come, it is
important to rais the caution flag.  Not only because
of sunburn but if those residents are not drinking
enough of the correct fluids, dehydration can
become a serious threat.  I respectfully request our
residents to be mindful of this as we approach the
“dog days of summer” and I ask our staff to be vigi-
lant in keeping an eye out for those residents who
are notorious outdoor “catnappers”.  We need to
work together to keep each other safe.

THE UNIQUENESS OF IVHQ
Have you ever stopped to think about how

unique the Illinois Veterans Home at Quincy truly
is?  Few facilities, including military bases, college
campuses, and certainly not many nursing homes,
can boast about the many tremendous features we
enjoy here.  From the deer park, to Lake Illinois
(which incidentally just had 82 catfish added to the
stock a couple weeks ago), the All Wars Museum,
the Canteen, the game room, a library, several
memorials, Sunset Cemetery (where three Medal of
Honor recipients are interned), and many more
interesting sites, the Illinois Veterans Home is
filled with places to go and things to do.

With the warmer weather now upon us, I
encourage all residents along with their family and
friends to take time to visit the many attractions
right here on the grounds.  I especially invite you to
see the wonderful All Wars Museum.  (Hours are
Tuesday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
and then 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m., an closed on Monday.)

A person could literally spend an hour a day for
several weeks in the museum and still not see
everything the place has on display.  If you have
never been there, you are missing out on one of the
best things the Home has to offer.

As a reminder to the family members and
friends of our residents, visiting hours at the facili-
ty are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

BASEBALL
Another thing that makes us unique is that we

are lucky to have the St. Louis Cardinal baseball
team caravan stop at our facility each year just
before players report to spring training.  The
Cardinals have done this for the past four years
and we hope it continues for many more to come.

A couple of the players who were on the caravan
that visited us this spring were starting shortstop
Pete Kozma and relieve pitcher Trevor Rosenthal.
Both players are having great years and are two of
the many key players behind the Cardinals success;
the best team in baseball through the middle of
June.

While I don’t necessarily intend to upset
Chicago Cub fans, I would like to suggest that per-
haps the Cubs would be better if their caravan
started making the annual trek to IVHQ.  Well, at
least it couldn’t hurt!

Thanks for reading.  Enjoy the rest of the Bugle
and please be safe.

Administrator’s
Column

BY ADMINISTRATOR BRUCE VACA
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A FEW THINGS GOING ON...
Please take note of the following events to take place in the weeks and months ahead:

* Canton Elks DANCE - Saturday, June 29th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Country
Times Band.  Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League will be on hand to escort, do a
50/50 and provide treats.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, July 5th at 10:00 a.m.  Location and Guest
Speaker TBA.

* Independence Day Parties ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 3rd.  Treats and entertainment on the units.

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, July 11th, load at 9:00 a.m.

* Mary Todd Lincoln Impersonator - Wednesday, July 17th.  2:00 p.m. in Fifer Infirmary.

* Korean War Veterans Ceremony and Cookout - Saturday, July 27th.  Near the Adams County
Korean War Memorial and American Legion Pavilion on Lake Illinois

* Canton Elks DANCE - Saturday, July 27th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Rock ‘N
Western Band.  Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League will be on hand to escort, do a
50/50 and provide treats.

* Red Cross Blood Drive - Wednesday, July 31st.  10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, August 2nd at 10:00 a.m.  Location and Guest
Speaker TBA.

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, August 8th, load at 9:00 a.m.

* Cub/Cardinal Day - Friday, August 16th in Smith Hall.  We’ll show the game (1:20 p.m. start) on the
big screen while serving the popular ball park treats.  It’ll be just like you are at the old ball park!

* Tri-State Lugnuts “Endless Summer” Car Show - Sunday, September 8th throughout the day.  Our
good friends will be back with a wide variety of cars and semi’s on display.  There will also be a
food court and games.  This event is open to the public.

* Private Joe Golf Outing - Friday, September 13th at 12:00 p.m. at Arrowhead Heights Golf Course
in Camp Point.  (Fundraiser for the All Wars Museum - see page #28 for more details.)

* National POW/MIA Recognition Day - Friday, September 20th

* Resident/Family Christmas Party - Friday, December 13th.

IVHQ-TV, CHANNEL #2
YOUR SOURCE FOR INFORMATION AND ENTERTAINMENT AT IVHQ

* ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARD (WITH NEW ADMISSION INFORMATION, DIETARY MENU, BIRTHDAYS, AND MORE)

* LIVE CHAPEL SERVICES (BOTH CATHOLIC & PROTESTANT)

* LIVE REVEILLE (MON., WED., & FRI. AT 9:00 A.M.)

* SPECIAL LIVE & REPLAYED EVENTS
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George Mating
Markword 2
From Quincy
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 12/1

Reggie Rouse
Fifer D

From Hettick
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran
DOB is 2/10

Godfrey Rezba
Schapers B

From Griggsville
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 1/28

Russ Myers
Elmore East
From Morris

WWII
Army Veteran
DOB is 2/11

Frank Moser
Markword 1

From Kirkwood
Peace Time
Army Veteran
DOB is 9/11

Bill Semlow
Fifer C

From Chicago
Vietnam War
Army Veteran
DOB is 9/18

Steve Zich
Fifer C

From Skokie
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran
DOB is 5/12

Peter Westenberger
Markword 1

From Springfield
Vietnam War
Army Veteran
DOB is 2/28

Harold Van Fleet
Fifer D

From Plymouth
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 1/3

NEW ADMISSIONS(APRIL 25TH THROUGH JUNE 16TH)

WELCOME TO IVHQ

Carl Armstrong
Schapers B
From Quincy
Korean War

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 1/14

Jim Johnson
Schapers B
From Quincy

WWII
Army Veteran
DOB is 11/23

Peg Herter
Markword 2

From Springfield
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 1/16

George Foley
Elmore East

From Springfield
Vietnam War
Army Veteran
DOB is 3/28

Nick Devito
Schapers B

From Elmhurst
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 9/11
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FARMING
From the beginnings of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’

Home at Quincy, one of the real attractions of the
Dudley property was the fertile and well watered
farm and timber land which made up the majority of
the acreage.

Edward A. Dudley, born in Kentucky in 1807,
moved to Adams County in 1851 and purchased 160
acres of farm and timber land in Ellington
Township, just north of the city limits.  Here he
developed a successful farming operation where he
raised prize race horses, dairy and beef cattle, and
hogs.  His acreage also supported an extensive
orchard, with “some 500 choice peach trees, 340
apple trees, 200 cherry trees, a few plum and apri-
cots.  But his great specialty is the pear.  This farm
of 160 acres is mostly devoted to bluegrass and fruit,
and has upon it 2,000 pear trees (dwarf and stan-
dard), ….”

Within the first years of the Home’s operation,
the farm was producing an estimated $5,000 worth
of produce, and the trustees were asking for state
appropriations for the building of additional “barn,
stables, shops and out-buildings” to support the
operation.  They
also suggested
the purchase of
additional till-
able acreage on
which to locate
“cow barns and
lots, and a pig-
gery, slaughter
house, etc.”  The
first Super-
intendent of the
Home, Captain
William H.
Somerville also
maintained the
tradition of
orcharding by
planting addi-
tional apple and
fruit trees on the
property, which by 1915 was producing over 2,500
bushels of apples.

In the Biennial Report for 1888 the trustees

were able to report that, “the farm during the pres-
ent season has produced well, and all vegetables
required for the Home will be supplied from it and in
some kinds there will be a surplus.”  Further, near-
ly all the work on the farm was done by residents, to
the benefit of both the health of the men, and the
expenses of the Home.  In that year, the farming
operation was reported as follows:

PRODUCTS OF THE FARM.

2,400 bushels potatoes…………………........ $1,200
300 bushels onions…………………………... $450
12,000 bushels cabbage……………………... $360
150 bushels Lima beans………………….…. $450
600 bushels tomatoes………………….…….. $390
150 bushels navy beans………………….….. $300
200 bushels sweet potatoes…….…………… $130

A large amount of early vegetables,
cucumbers, turnips, beets, peppers, etc...… $1,000
80 tons hay………................……………....… $720
The product of flowers from green house,
at a low estimate is valued at……………… $1,000

At the
Adams County
Fair of 1888, the
local papers
noted that “in
h o r t i c u l t u r a l
hall... one of the
best displays is
from the
Soldiers’ Home
farm.  It includes
vegetables and
farm products of
all kinds and
beautiful flowers
and plants.  This
exhibit attracts
universal atten-
tion.  It gives the
people of the coun-

ty an idea of what is being done by the veterans and
shows to them that the products of the Soldiers’
Home farm and garden will compare very favorably

A FARMING WE WILL GO
FARMING, FISHING, & FOWLING AT THE SOLDIERS’ HOME by Lynn Snyder

The dairy herd, gardens, and orchards of the Soldier’ and Sailors’ Home.
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with the premium products of Adams County.
Samples of sour kraut and piccalilli were also
shown; of the former sixty barrels were made and of
the latter twenty-five barrels, facts which afford an
idea of what it takes to provide for an institution like
the home.”

By 1889 the garden output had grown, with
1,200 bushels of onions, 6,000 bushels of potatoes
and 60,000 head of cabbage, plus 600 bushels of
parsnips among the products of the gardens.

In 1892, it was reported that an additional 80
acres of land to the north of the original home prop-
erty had been pur-
chased, consisting of
both pasture and farm-
ing land.

On this property a
dairy barn had been
built “and our stock of
milch cows is now suffi-
cient to yield all the
milk required” for the
home, averaging about
125 gallons a day.

In addition, a pig
herd of 150 animals was
proving “to be a prof-
itable feature.”  This pig
herd, which would grow
to over 300 animals, provided both food for the resi-
dents, and ready cash for other home expenses as
animals were sold locally.  In 1893, for instance, the
local papers noted that “John Gentges, farm super-
intendent at the Soldiers’ Home sold one bunch of
hogs the other day for $1,200 and more.”

It was, however, necessary to carefully monitor
the animals, as a number of enterprising individu-
als, over the years managed to make off with small
numbers of the valuable animals, with which they
turned a hasty profit on the local pig market.

The cattle herd would also come in for its own bit
of local notoriety, as reported in the local papers in
1909, when “A.S. Zoller sent a communication to the
Whig” warning locals to avoid holding their picnics
“on the land known as the second Alps, as the herd
of cattle belonging to the Soldiers’ Home is now graz-
ing on that land and a number of them are very dan-
gerous.”

None the less, in 1896, the trustees of the Home
were able to report in their 6th biennial report to the
Governor that “The farm, as will be seen by the
report of the Superintendent, has been financially
successful, and has also been a source of pleasure,
health and employment to the members, yielding a

small compensation to members for labor per-
formed.”  

FISHING AND FOWLING
Fishing was a favorite pastime of both Home res-

idents and visitors to the Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Home.

In 1897 the lake was being cleaned and stocked,
and the officials of the Home anticipated that with
maintenance, sufficient fish could be raised to sup-
ply the needs of the institution.

In 1899, the Superintendent of the Home noted
in his report that
“Among the many con-
veniences and additions
to the Home during the
past two years, you will
find... a lake stocked
with bass and crappie.”
And the local papers
noted in October of
1903 that “Mayor
Steinbach and
Alderman Koehler
caught fifteen bass and
crappie in the lake of
the Soldiers’ Home yes-
terday.”
The lake also became

the home of a number of species of wild and domes-
tic fowl.  A local reporter enumerated the avian res-
idents of the lake in 1913, including a black swan
which was nesting “near the railroad loop,”  the nest
with its family of young goslings becoming “a place
of much interest to all visitors, as well as to the old
soldiers themselves.”  Two pairs of white swans also
made a home on the lake, as well as a pair of
Canadian geese who were “enjoying their little fam-
ily on the lake at the Home, the little ones swimming
“Indian file” behind each other.”  Several species of
wild ducks, pheasants “hiding in the grass sur-
rounding the lake”, a pair of wild cranes, and a pair
of South American geese were also present, with the
“Argentine representatives... deserving attention for
many peculiarities.  They approach one with a pecu-
liar hissing sound”... and “they have freakish eyes,”
and “one old soldier counted sixteen different shades
of coloring on one of the birds.”

While fishing and wildfowl spotting continue to
be a source of recreation, amusement and legend at
the Home to this day, the farming operation, which
operated at full steam through the 1950’s, is a thing
of the past and all food and supplies are now pur-
chased from state and commercial sources.

Modern fishing tournament at Lake Illinois.
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MEET YOUR NEWLY ELECTED (AS 6/7/13) LEADERSHIP FOR THE

RESIDENT ADVISORY GROUP

Charles Ervin
President
Anderson

Marg Bisby
Director
Somerville

Eva Adele
Secretary
Fifer B

Position is open
2nd Vice President

Carol Jardine
1st Vice President

Elmore 2

Craig Pennington
Director
Fletcher 1

Position is open
Director

Ruth Taylor
Director
Somerville

Sharon Ervin
Director
Anderson

Rosemary Smith
Director

Markword 1

B
O

A

R

D

O

F

D
I

R

E

C

T

O

R

S

If you are
interested in
serving on the
Resident
Advisory

Group, please
contact any
officers or
board of
directors.

If you are
interested in
serving on the
Resident
Advisory

Group, please
contact any
officers or
board of
directors.
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Laptop Computers:
Your library recently received

several Laptop computers that are
available for check out by our res-
idents.  These laptops are internet
ready and are operating with
Windows 7.  The laptops may be
checked out for a period of one
week.  If you have a need or desire
to use a laptop, please come to the
library to check one out.

Damaged CDs or DVDs?
Do you have a music CD or

DVD movie that will not play?  If
so, do not throw it out, bring it to
the library and let us repair it for
you.  Many times, problems in
playing CDs and DVDs are due to
the discs being dirty or scratched.
We have the capabilities of clean-
ing and polishing the discs to

allow them to continue to be used.   
Summer Reading – With the
weather finally warming up and
hopefully drying up, more and
more of you are going outside.
Take a book with you.  Sit out and
enjoy the weather with the compa-
ny of a good book!

Your Library’s Collection
DVDs -  Your library now has the
following new releases:  “Silver
Linings Playbook”, “Guilt Trip”,
“Cloud Atlas”, “Parker”, “Django,
Unchained”, “Promised Land”,
“The Blue Max”, “Gangster
Squad”, and several others.    
Books -  Recent new large print
additions to our collection include
“Unintended Consequences” by
Stuart Woods, “ The Famous and
the Dead” by T. Jefferson Parker,

“The Mystery Woman” by
Amanda Quick, & “Taking Eve” by
Iris Johansen, band ”.  Again, this
is just a few of the Titles that we
have added to your collection.
Please remember that if there is a
book that you want and we do not
have it here at your library, we
can most likely obtain a copy from
another library through the Inter-
Library Loan

I am constantly looking to
expand the library’s reading, list-
ing and viewing selections for your
enjoyment.  If you have any sug-
gestions/requests for any books,
movies, CDs, etc. that you would
like to find in your library, now is
the time to let your library staff
know. For the next few months
the library will be making deci-
sions on such purchases and your
input is requested.  Of course, not
everything can be acquired, but
unless you speak up, it may never
be in the library.

IVHQ-TV (Channel 2) Please
keep an eye on IVHQ-TV
(Channel 2) for announcements of
newly added items (All Formats)!  

Library
Notes
BY KEITH GERHARDT

PVT. JOE GOLF OUTING
16th Annual Outing to benefit the All

Wars Museum at the Illinois Veterans Home

Hole Sponsors and Players WELCOME

Friday, September 13th
Arrowhead Heights Golf Course in Camp Point IL

$100.00 Sponsorship Fee and $50.00 Player Fee.

Contact Rick Gengenbacher (217-222-8641, ext. 380) for more details.
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ANNIVERSARY DATES (JULY & AUGUST)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE EMPLOYEES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE!

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES
Alicia Ashby Switchboard July 1st
Deborah Carnes Dietary July 1st
Michelle Hankins Nursing July 1st
Laura Miller Nursing July 6th
Lee Goehl Nursing August 9th
Sharon Greving Nursing August 19th
Steve Clark Housekeeping August 25th
John Koetters Nursing August 25th
Becky Mitchell Nursing August 25th

15 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Karen Howard Nursing August 19th

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Paul McIntosh Nursing July 7th
Nicole McLaughlin Dietary July 7th
Lisa Schuckman Nursing August 11th

5 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Jolene Kiser Social Services July 16th
Alizibeth Martin Nursing July 21st
Sue Sparks Nursing July 21st
Tammy Griffin Nursing July 28th

CCONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS!!
TTHANKHANK YOUYOU FORFOR YOURYOUR YYEARSEARS OFOF SSERVICEERVICE!!

Sarah Corrigan
Adjutant’s Office
33 years on 8/25

Kathy Cheney
Nursing

25 years on 8/16

Pat Flachs
Power Plant
27 years on 7/1

Wanda Hamann Salsman
Laundry

31 years on 8/30

Brad Gibson
Business Office
26 years on 8/10

Diane Jennings
Nursing

25 years on 7/25

Bridgette Randall
Medical Records
27 years on 8/12

Kathy McLaughlin
Nursing

32 years on 7/6

Doria Sanders
Social Services
41 years on 8/21

Robin Van Velzer
Activities

25 years on 7/25

Chuck Taylor
Laundry

30 years on 7/6
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RETIREMENTS (APRIL 25TH THROUGH JUNE 16TH)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO IVHQ!  WE WISH YOU THE BEST!

Merlin Kunz
retired May 31st
from the Power
Plant with over 29
years of service.

Wilma Garr
retired April 30th
from Nursing with
nearly 13 years of
service.

SERVING IN HARM’S WAY

The BUGLE is recognizing the family members of IVHQ residents and employees who
are currently serving In Harm’s Way.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.
May we never forget the sacrifice of the service man or woman or that of their fam-
ily anxiously awaiting their safe return.  Serving In Harm’s Way:

MM3 Travis Allen US Navy Japan
Travis is the son of Lisa Allen, Pharmacy

Airman Kaylee Ann Cole US Air Force Afghanistan
Kaylee is the granddaughter of Marg Bisby, Somerville Barrack

Capt. Dana Cook US Army Afghanistan
Dana is the daughter-in-law of Mary Cook, Medical Staff

SSG Mark Houston US Army Afghanistan
Mark is an IVHQ Employee (Dietary) and the son of Cathy Houston, Nursing

E5 Zachary Nelson US Navy Pacific
Zachary is the son of Michelle Daugherty, Nursing & Cliff Daugherty, Truck Garage

TSGT Dennis Pettit US Air Force Kyrgyzstan
Dennis is the son of Robbie Cartmill, Nursing

PO3 Robert Stanley US Navy Japan
Robert is the nephew of Kathy Lear, Nursing
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Woody Wright 7/1 Markword 2
Imogene Batson 7/6 Elmore 2
Ed Maci 7/6 Elmore East
Amy Cavitt 7/7 Somerville
Owen Carroll 7/7 Fifer B
John Bybee 7/8 Schapers B
Charlie Ash 7/8 Markword 1
Mike Creekmore 7/8 Fifer A
Charlie Stewart 7/9 Schapers A
Rosemary Lynn 7/10 Fifer C
Martin Doherty 7/11 Fletcher 2
Ed Major 7/12 Markword 1
Doyle Benson 7/14 Fifer B
Bill Chartier 7/14 Fletcher 2
Mike Perino 7/14 Elmore East
Betty Turner 7/16 Anderson
Jon Adams 7/16 Fifer D
Bob Essebagger 7/18 Markword 2
Bob O’Connor 7/18 Markword 1
Patricia Willard 7/18 Anderson
Ron McCann 7/18 Fifer C
Dick Riney 7/20 Schapers A
Willis Huffman 7/21 Fletcher 2
Ed Swiderski 7/22 Fletcher 2
Shirley Scheuermann 7/23 Schapers A
Arlen Mulholland 7/25 Elmore East
Ed Snyder 7/28 Somerville
Bud Eck 7/28 Elmore West
Paul Biesenthal 7/30 Elmore 2
Howard Felton 7/30 Elmore West
Jerry Lott 7/30 Elmore 2
Jesse Leenerts 7/31 Elmore 2

Marta Amador 7/2 Nursing
Tom Schrand 7/2 Data Processing
Rod Beebe 7/3 Power Plant
Nancy Zengel 7/3 General Store
Becky Mitchell 7/4 Nursing
Patty Goehl 7/5 Nursing
Brittany Heinecke 7/5 Personnel
Lori Stark 7/5 Physical Therapy
Kathy Wright 7/6 Nursing
Steve Drebes 7/8 Truck Garage
Pat Flachs 7/8 Power Plant
Leigh Friday 7/8 Nursing
Patti Green 7/8 Nursing
Art Brown 7/9 Nursing
Jenna Savoia 7/9 Nursing
Chris Tipton 7/9 General Store
Kerryann Hughes 7/10 General Store
Hema Rebman 7/10 Nursing
Tane Temple 7/11 Administration
Tena Hodges 7/13 Nursing
Diane Schultz 7/13 Social Services
Tana Ellefritz 7/15 Nursing
Wanda Hamann-Salsman 7/15 Laundry
Bob Jackson 7/17 Cemetery
Joe Luthy 7/17 Maintenance
Janet Koehler 7/20 Nursing
Angie Clark 7/21 Nursing
Dorothy Daggs 7/21 Nursing
Shelly Watson 7/21 Dietary
Elizabeth White 7/21 Housekeeping
Jennifer Seals 7/22 Nursing
Mark Beswick 7/23 Dietary
Cindi Gordon 7/23 Nursing
Sarah Corrigan 7/24 Adjutant’s Office
Wes Powell 7/24 Dietary
Judy Smith 7/24 Dietary
Amy Smith 7/27 Nursing
Susan Halle 7/28 Nursing
Linda Laws 7/28 Social Services
Suzi Middendorf 7/30 Personnel
John Bertoni 7/31 Security

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Residents Employees
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Carol Turner 8/1 Markword 1
Sylvia Cook 8/2 Elmore 2
Gerry Strum 8/2 Fletcher 2
Harry Strum 8/2 Fletcher 2
Bill Weaver 8/3 Markword 1
Virginia Eastin 8/4 Markword 2
Bob Cone 8/7 Elmore East
Charlie Thompson 8/10 Elmore East
George Meidel 8/10 Fifer B
Gene Anderson 8/11 Markword 1
Bob Bennett 8/11 Fifer C
Joe Danforth 8/12 Markword 2
George Fetch 8/13 Fifer B
Nola Lake 8/14 Elmore 2
Wilma Bassett 8/16 Elmore 2
Mel Tucker 8/18 Elmore East
Harold Hagenow 8/19 Fifer C
Phyllis Wintersteen 8/20 Somerville
Cleta Hayes 8/22 Elmore 2
Dorsey Hennessey 8/22 Markword 2
Lucille Schmidgall 8/22 Elmore 2
Bob Ericson 8/22 Fifer A
Flora Brown 8/23 Fifer B
Wilbur Perkins 8/24 Fifer C
Dave Bringaze 8/24 Elmore 2
Pat Price 8/26 Fletcher 2
Swede Nichols 8/26 Fifer D
Dean Felsman 8/28 Elmore East
Tiny Greer 8/28 Fifer A
Bernard Allen 8/28 Markword 2
Moose Musielak 8/28 Schapers A
Mildred Downs 8/29 Elmore East
Lynn Chance 8/29 Markword 1
David Dowling 8/29 Elmore 2
Bob Kralik 8/30 Fletcher 1
Gene Zalazinski 8/30 Elmore East
Dean Johnston 8/31 Fletcher 2
Leroy Sohn 8/31 Fifer D

Jennifer Fryrear 8/1 Nursing
Janie Sigler 8/1 Nursing
Amy Barrington 8/2 Nursing
Jane Fleer 8/4 Nursing
Jamie Wooden 8/4 Nursing
Laurie Edmondson 8/5 Laundry
Rod Hoskins 8/5 Nursing
Carrie DeWolfe 8/6 Nursing
Laura Miller 8/6 Nursing
Casey Romnes 8/6 Nursing
Terry Goodwin 8/7 Dietary
Chris Reuschel 8/7 Social Services
Jane Stout 8/7 Business Office
Amanda Ballinger 8/8 Housekeeping
Michelle Daugherty 8/8 Nursing
Mary Jarvis 8/8 Housekeeping
Tami Jenkins 8/8 Laundry
Connor Redington 8/8 Nursing
Sara Colgrove 8/9 Activities
Lou Ann Goehl 8/10 Nursing
David McKittrick 8/10 Security
Megan Ewing 8/11 Nursing
Don Miller 8/11 Nursing
Lacey Chontal 8/12 Nursing
Sue Sparks 8/13 Nursing
Stacey Gravitter 8/15 Nursing
John Koetters 8/15 Nursing
Ronda Downs 8/16 Nursing
Shelly Woosley 8/16 Nursing
Kim Kurfman 8/19 Nursing
Kayleigh Kelley 8/20 Nursing
Tammy Marshall 8/21 Housekeeping
Jane Wolf 8/21 Adjutant’s Office
Peggy Johnson 8/22 Housekeeping
Cliff Daugherty 8/23 Truck Garage
Sheila Hiland 8/23 Nursing
Kathy Carter 8/24 Social Services
Lori Schenck 8/23 Nursing
Terry Baker 8/25 Nursing
Tara Hoebing 8/25 Nursing
Jeanette Quesenberry 8/25 Housekeeping
Bob Haas 8/27 Social Services
Don Lohmeyer 8/27 Security
Becky Hartley 8/28 Nursing
Tracie Pepper 8/28 Physical Therapy
Denise Hodgerney 8/29 Nursing
Teresa Conover 8/31 Nursing
Becky Nutt 8/31 Housekeeping 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Residents Employees
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Candid
Shots

“Candid Shots” from around IVHQ over
the past several weeks.  Enjoy.

Recreation visit on 4/29

Recreation visit on 4/29 Recreation visit on 4/29

Military Order of the Purple Heart & DAV Cookout on 5/17 Military Order of the Purple Heart & DAV Cookout on 5/17

American Legion & Auxiliary, District #22 Mayfest on 5/19 American Legion & Auxiliary, District #22 Mayfest on 5/19
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Memorial Day Program on 5/24 - Speaker CMDR Clay Mason

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

American Legion & Auxiliary, District #22 Mayfest on 5/19

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24 Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24
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Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24 Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24
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HOMELIKE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT UPDATE
Residents from Schapers A participate in an outside
activity on the unit’s porch.  The furniture they are sit-
ting on was purchased as part of the Homelike
Environment Project.  The maintenance free furniture
is comfortable and has been a big hit with the resi-
dents at Schapers.  They especially love the gliders.
This furniture as well as other improvements through-
out the grounds were made possible by the generous
donations of many individuals, families, and organiza-
tions to the Homelike Environment Project.  (Please
see page #26 for more details on this project.)
Contributions of all sizes are appreciated and the best
part of the program is that improvements are being
made as fast as the donations come in.  Look for more
updates about this exciting project in future Bugles!

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24

Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24Memorial Day Family Picnic on 5/24
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE

In an extraordinary military
intelligence career spanning nine
years and bringing him face-to-face
with Soviet officers and spies dur-
ing the height of the Cold War, Les
Holtschlag never carried a gun.
Still, he was followed wherever he
went, interrogated, and, on occa-
sion, shot at!  The American gov-
ernment needed the scholarly lin-
guist and historian fluent in
German, Russian, and French to
keep tabs on Soviet activity in
Europe and communicate directly
with his communist counterparts in
the nebulous world of international
espionage.

After Army basic and special-
ized language training, his first
assignment was with the
Pentagon’s G-2 Program and
Europe’s Intelligence Department
out of Oberammergau, Germany.
He traveled in a car all over West
Germany making contacts with offi-
cers up to the rank of colonel pri-
marily collecting photographs and
Russian army maps in a “very
lucrative job” that was already in
place before he began but gradually
disbanded a year after he started.
After reenlisting a second time, he
ran a spy ring out of a Berlin hospi-

tal with the Corps of Engineers’
Intelligence Department, a three-
man espionage operation that also
gathered information from existing
spies.  All of his work was classified.

After this assignment was com-
pleted, Les was at a crossroads:
should he continue with graduate
school and begin an academic life as
a professor or continue with the

military?
“It was rough in those days

[financially] and I had traveled all
over Europe and done exciting
things in the military, so I opted to
reenlist for a third time.”  He was
sent to the Army Language School
at Monterey, CA, studying Russian
for one year with native-born teach-
ers who after one month had their
students speaking only this lan-
guage in class.  With his strong
background in German and French,
Les graduated #2 in his class, with
only eight of twenty-six original
members completing the course.

This tour of duty began at a

reassessment camp in Germany,
where for one year he worked with
the Propaganda Unit of NATO.  He
was then detached from the Army
Department and moved to State,
going from uniform to civilian
clothes, and worked at Camp
Zirndorf for East European
refugees who had escaped to the
West.

After only two months on the
job, the Hungarian Revolt of 1956
jolted the scene in Eastern Europe.
Students in Budapest staged a
great procession demanding that
government leaders address griev-
ances.  After shots were fired into
the crowd, though, it turned violent,
and when the Hungarian army
joined the protestors the demon-
stration became a revolution.
Soviet tanks rolled into the city to
restore order after protestors vowed
to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact.
In the aftermath of the confusion
and chaos, 220,000 refugees
escaped to the West.  Les continued
at the refugee camp for another one
and-a-half years.

After the naming of a new com-
mander in Europe, he returned to
the Propaganda Unit; but after two
months there, he got a call from
Berlin asking him to join a liaison
team to the Soviets.

These liaison units were estab-
lished following the Potsdam
Conference, where leaders from the
U.S., Great Britain and Russia
tried to work out national demarca-
tion lines in the aftermath of WWII
and the definition of the Soviet role
in East Europe.  His 15 member
American liaison team had a
Russian counterpart, and Les, with
his linguistic skills, was assigned to
the Soviet commander–in-chief for
East Berlin.

They kept track of all 20
Russian military units in East
Germany and reported daily on
Soviet activity, as they “observed”
all over the country.  “Our primary
task was to coordinate information
from barracks and assigned units.
We had a routine down whenever
we got stopped by Soviet officials:
‘We’re not spies! We’re observers!’

Mr. Les Holtschlag

Resident
at Random

BY JOSEPH NEWKIRK

Editor’s Note: Mr. Les
Holtschlag passed away at the age
of 87 on Sunday, June 16th; two
days after the Bugle was sent to
the press.  Fortunately we were
able to stop the printing process
and make updates to share this
unfortunate news.  The Bugle staff
wishes to express our sincere con-
dolances to the family and friends
of Mr. Holtschlag.
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Russian road guards responded to
this pronouncement with, ‘Oh, so
that means you’re spies!’  They
tried to shadow and catch us after
we left our residences, but we had a
souped-up Chevy that worked well
on the first Autobahn [the German
superhighway].  Then the Russians
got a Mercedes-Benz and it was
more difficult. They used a lot of
trickery against our coalition of
British, American and French mis-
sions.”

The introduction of the U-2 spy
plane in 1957 changed the nature of
espionage.  It was soon taken out of
service and ground work like Les’
continued as the preferred intelli-
gence method.

With six months left in his
third tour of duty, Les was assigned
to the Pentagon in Washington,
D.C., where he wrote several hand-
books on Soviet tactics in East
Germany.  Because his having two
Russian co-workers were not
allowed in the Pentagon, he worked
out of the fifth floor of the old Post
Office Building in D.C.

After nine years of intense,
often harrowing but always exciting
work in an “absolutely unique and
most unusual military life,” Les
Holtschlag, with State Department
recognition and several honorary
certificates, left to become a civil-
ian.

He joined Johns Hopkins
University as a researcher observ-
ing Soviet activity - this time,
though, not in field espionage but
by surveying 82 science and tech-
nology magazines the university
subscribed to in Russian, French
and German.  After his scholarly
assessment, he wrote reports alert-
ing teachers at the university about
the state of “combustion” develop-
ment in East Germany, a vital
topic, as it related to the burgeon-
ing rocket propulsion and space
programs.  While in the military he
had met Wernher Von Braun,
leader of the rocket team that
developed the V-2 ballistic missile
for the Nazis during WWII, later
immigrating to the United States
and becoming the father of the mod-

ern space program.
About one-half of his 15 year

tenure at Johns Hopkins was devot-
ed to this work; during the other
half he established and edited a
journal on combustion.  In 1987,
after an illustrious military and
academic career, Les Holtschlag
formally retired.

Lester John Holtschlag was
born on February 2, 1926, in
Quincy, IL to Catholic parents who
gave him a parochial school educa-
tion and one year at Christian
Brothers before transferring to
Quincy High School.  His early
study of Latin was a fine prepara-
tion for his language pursuits.
Although old enough for WWII, a
palette near his ear drum kept him
out of this war, so he entered
Quincy College majoring in German
and graduating in the class of 1949.

After Q.C., he began graduate
school at the University of Illinois
and was asked to become an assis-
tant teacher in French and
German.  Intriguingly, a fellow
German major at Quincy College,
Theodore Matthew King, followed
him to graduate studies at Illinois
and led a similar career in military
intelligence.  In working on his
master’s degree, Les taught three
classes in German and studied in
three more.  Then the Korean War
came along.

The only one in his department
drafted for the war, he instead
enlisted for a “better chance” at an
assignment.  Basic training was
long and difficult - five months of
regimental exercise and strict disci-
pline - but because of his valuable
language skills he entered the field
of military intelligence.

It wasn’t all work, though, for
the brilliant linguist: he had a 37-
year relationship with Ella Pfeiffer,
a woman he had met in the mili-
tary, and together they traveled all
over Europe and the United States.
“There was no place of interest we
didn’t see in the U.S., especially the
Western states.  We visited every
national park in the country.”

After Ella died in 1997, Les
returned to his roots in Quincy,

where a brother and sister lived.
Since coming back to the Gem City,
he has done extensive translating
from German to English for the
Great River Genealogical Society
and the Historical Society of Quincy
and Adams County, including sev-
eral books on early German citizens
in Quincy.

As he reflects on his life, the 87
year-old military intelligence offi-
cial states, “FDR was the best pres-
ident I’ve seen and after that Harry
Truman.  Truman got bills passed
in Congress in his day and began
the reconstruction that saved
Europe from communism.  How dif-
ferent the world would be if not for
that!”

With his military and civilian
professional life intimately inter-
twined with 20th century American
history, Les Holtschlag was a vital
part of U.S. intelligence operations
after WWII.  His extraordinary
ability with languages allowed him
to converse first-hand with Soviet
and German counterparts in
Europe, creating a rapport that
enabled him to get information and
insights into government espionage
networks from other cultures.  His
work was as important as military
operation.

History books often highlight
generals and battles and treaties,
but behind-the-scenes heroes like
Les Holtschlag carry attaché cases
instead of arms.  Their deeds make
the world better and safer because
in an arena too often dominated by
weapons they communicate with
words.  Instead of touting ideologies
and brandishing guns, they collect
information and express the ideas
that give substance and support to
our national policies and practices.

Editor’s Note:
The dates and events noted in the
Resident at Random article are to
the best recollection of the resident
highlighted.  The feature is for
entertainment purposes only.  
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WHAT IS LOVE?
Not long after I entered min-

istry – now nearly 40 years ago –
I began to realize the importance
of marriage preparation for young
couples.  Oddly enough though,
the seminary had given us little
preparation for this work, and so I
had to feel my way through those
first years.

At that time a priest would
complete the necessary paper-
work with the couple and make
plans for the wedding ceremony
itself.  In addition, our diocese had
a preparation class for couples
called “Pre-Cana,” which essen-
tially was a 6-7 hour marathon
session, usually held on a week-
end.  Along with several married
couples, the team included a
physician, an attorney and a
priest, each giving insights into
marriage.

When all of this was accom-
plished, the couple was eligible for
marriage - or so we thought!
What I soon discovered though
was that a distressing number of
marriages were nonetheless fail-
ing, often after just a few years.

At about the same time I
began working with annulment
cases, helping divorced people to
understand what had happened to
cause their marriages to fail.
What I discovered from hundreds
of hours of listening to people’s
stories  was that, in almost every
instance, those persons had no
idea what they were doing when
they entered their union.  I also
concluded that many individuals
were not able to communicate
effectively with each other. 

Complicating this situation is
that nearly every person entering
matrimony marries an illusion.  A
man or woman ties the knot with
who they think or wish their
spouse to be.  And not only do they
marry an illusion, but they also
are largely ignorant of what they
are promising to do or how to com-
municate through their chal-
lenges.

This is a sure recipe for disas-
ter.  And so it is not surprising
that some 50% of marriages fail.

The Pre-Cana programs were
in fact not successful in address-
ing these issues in preparing cou-
ples for life together as husband
and wife.  And this did not sur-
prise me.  A few hours of instruc-
tion cannot provide the in-depth
formation essential for a success-
ful marriage.

I came to realize that the
deeper preparation necessary for
a successful marriage required
more individual one-on-one atten-
tion.  And so, for that reason, I
decided to spend much more time
with couples in an attempt to
measure their attitudes and help

them to more intelligently enter
the commitment of marriage.

And so over time I developed a
strategy in my personal marriage
counseling to assist couples in
being prepared for this, the
biggest step in their lives.  Many
other priests thought me unusual
for spending so much time with
couples.  But I remain convinced
that solid marriage preparation is
the most important work that any
clergyman can do.  Well-married
couples are the foundation stones
of our churches and indeed of our
whole society.

My first session went some-
thing like this.  I would welcome
the couple, spending some casual
time getting acquainted.  I would
then administer a pre-marital
inventory which measured their
attitudes about the basic areas of
married life.  This would provide a
platform for discussion at later
counseling sessions.

Finally we would wind down
discussing their proposed wed-
ding date as well as a few other
details.

When we had completed all
this, the couple would start to
relax, figuring they had gotten
over the hump and that this
would all work out just fine.  This
isn’t going to be so bad after all!

Just about this time I would
mention that I had a few final
questions before closing.  “Oh
sure,” they would reply.  And so I
would ask, “Why do you want to
get married?”

They would look at each
other, shift in their seats uncom-
fortably, and then look at me won-
dering if they had somehow got-
ten the wrong priest.  “Why do we
want to get married?” they would
think.  Everyone knows why we
want to get married.  That is a
dumb question!

“OK, tell me,” I would add.
And they would fumble and mum-
ble.  “We have common interests;
we are friends; we want to spend

Pastoral
Reflections

BY FR. DON BLICKHAN
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our lives together” were the com-
mon answers.  I would remind
them that was true of their fami-
lies and friends as well, and they
were not marrying them.  “Why,”
I repeated, “do you want to marry
each other?”  Again they would
shift uncomfortably and eventual-
ly one or another would say it was
because they loved each other.

“Good,” I replied.  And as they
relaxed, convinced they had satis-
fied me I would ask, “What is
love?”

At that point they knew they
had the wrong priest. This guy
was a nut case!

“Everybody knows what love
is,” they would think.  “Great,” I
would reply. “Tell me what it is.”
They would fumble and babble,
coming up with all sorts of
answers -- but almost never the
correct one.  (In fact, in over 39
years of marriage preparation I
have only had one couple get the
right answer.)

I explained to them why it
was absolutely vital that they
have a clear idea of what they
were promising.  It is actually not
the clergyman who would marry
them.  Rather it is the couple
themselves who marry by the tak-
ing of their vows -- the promise “to
love and to honor each other for
the rest of their lives.”  Now
everyone knows what it means to
“honor.”  It is to hold another in
high regard.  But very, very few
can accurately define “love.”

And if a couple does not know
what they are promising, how can
they honestly make that promise
or keep that promise?  Indeed, if
you do not know what you are
doing, you cannot successfully
enter the bond of marriage.

And so I would conclude that
first session by sending them out
to discover the definition of love,
understood as what they were
promising to do for the other the
rest of their lives.

A week or so later when they
returned I would ask them what
definition they had found.  They
would share with me their efforts.
Inevitably they would not have
gotten it right so I continued the
assignment till the next appoint-
ment.  In the mean time we dis-
cussed the results of a pre-mar-
riage survey they had taken on
their first visit.

The third appointment usual-
ly yielded much the same result
and I would again extend their
homework.  By now they were get-
ting very frustrated.

The correct answer to the
question - “What is love?” - Well,
why don’t you research this ques-
tion yourself?

You can send me your result
at donald.blickhan@illinois.gov.

To be continued next issue!
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Photo courtesy office.microsoft.com

Laura Andrea
Nursing - 4/29

Kathy Carter
Social Services - 5/13

Cory Naderhoff
Paint Shop - 6/3

NEW EMPLOYEES (APRIL 25TH THROUGH JUNE 16TH)

RESIDENTS AND FELLOW STAFF WELCOME YOU TO IVHQ!

Tri-State Lugnuts
“Endless Summer” Car Show

Sunday, September 8th (all day), on IVHQ grounds.
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You may be asking, “how do I
get to Heaven?  Can anyone know
for sure that they will end up in
Heaven?  Is it possible for even me
to go to Heaven?”  You will be glad
to know that the Bible does provide
answers for those questions.  

Several years ago while living
in northern California, I took some
time to go out to a mall and ask
people a series of questions about
this very issue.  I situated myself
near the food court and sat at one
of the tables near the fountain.
When someone would sit near me I
would make eye contact and say
hello to get the conversation start-
ed.  After a few moments of basic
get acquainted talk I would ask
this question; “What are your
chances of going to heaven?”  (You
must realize that in northern
California, no topic is off limits and
everyone has an opinion on every-
thing that they always want to
share with someone.)  Here are
some of the more interesting
answers.

Jack, a senior high student
stated, “I think my chances are
very good.  Not necessarily because
of my own goodness, but because
my father is such a good man.  I
think the Bible says somewhere
that we will meet our fathers in the
next world and my father will be a
saint, therefore I know he’ll say a
good word for me.”

Ed, a middle-aged business-
man said seriously, “My chances of
getting to heaven are pretty slim.  I
can’t play the harp and I don’t own
a long white robe.”

Angela, a 30’s something
housewife with several noisy kids
simply said “How can I possibly
think of Heaven now?  These kids

take up all of my time and energy,
I simply do not know about that
kind of stuff at this time in my life,
maybe when the kids are all grown
and I have some time of my own I’ll
look into it.

Kim, a college student looked
at me pretty suspiciously and
asked me, “Are you some kind of
religious nut that I should be
afraid of and need to walk away
real fast?” 

I spoke that day to 36 people
and these are some of the answers
to my question about Heaven and
how to get there.

The young man who thought
his dad was the key to getting to
Heaven was sincere but he was sin-
cerely wrong.  The middle aged
businessman was not at all serious
and was even a bit uncomfortable
when I asked such a personal ques-
tion.  The harried housewife was
honest but sadly, none of us know
how much time we have and to put
off such an important question is to
miss salvation’s great opportunity.
The college girl was worried about
someone from the religious commu-
nity attempting to sway her think-
ing or rob her of the opportunity of
living without any contact from
God.

As I continued to ask people to
respond to my simple question,
some were intrigued and some
were angered.  I even found that
some did not want to know or felt
the answer to the question I posed
was past finding out.  One middle
aged man even said that such a
question was largely “irrelevant”.
While I tried to show the relevance
of such a question, it became clear
that for most people, their hopes
for Heaven are in their own works,

a good life, and a church relation-
ship.  I was not surprised in any of
the answers that I received that
day.  They represented a good cross
section of the way people think
about how to get to Heaven.  But
every answer I received that day
was wrong, according to the Word
of God.

No one gets to Heaven by his
own good works.  If only good peo-
ple went to Heaven, there would
not be anyone in Heaven.  The
Bible tells us that “all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.”
(Romans 3:23)  It also says “There
is none righteous, no, not one.”
(Romans 3:10)  If we had to get to
heaven on our own merits, none of
us would make it!  No one is right-
eous.  No one can do enough good
works to make up for his/her sin.  It
just does not work that way.

The Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 2:8,9, “For by grace are
you saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves:  it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest any man
should boast.”  Heaven and eternal
life cannot be purchased.  They do
not come to us because of our good
works.  My friend, heaven is
offered to you as a gift.  It is offered
freely, and the only way to get it is
to receive it by faith.

Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.”  (John
14:6)  No matter what you may
have been taught, no matter what
you may be doing to try to earn
your way to heaven, the Lord Jesus
Christ says He is the only way to
get there. 

Think again for a moment of
the thief on the cross next to the
Lord Jesus that day at Calvary.
He did nothing to earn his way to
heaven.  He had lived a life of
crime.  He was being executed for
his crimes, and by his own testimo-
ny, he deserved it.  “And we indeed
suffer justly,” he told the other
thief in Luke 23:41, “for we receive
the due reward of our deeds.”  He
was repentant, but he was dying.
He could not use his life to do good

Chaplain’s
Corner
BY REV. JOHN ADAMS
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deeds.  He had no opportunity to
make restitution for what he had
stolen.  His life had been wasted.
There was nothing left to salvage.
Not even one day.  But, our Lord
promised the thief that very day he
would be with Him in paradise.  He
could be sure of it.  It was the
Lord’s promise to him.

How did that dying thief get to
heaven?  The only way any man
ever gets there... by faith.  He
trusted Christ.  He put his faith in

the Lord.  He knew that Jesus was
the promised Messiah.  He knew
that our Lord had done nothing
worthy of death, and that thief
committed himself to the Lord
Jesus in his dying hours.  “Lord,
remember me,” he asked (vs. 42)
and he was saved.

What must you do to be saved?
Simply believe!  What must you do
to be lost?  Nothing!  Neglect is the
same as rejection.  Trust Jesus
Christ as your Savior right now,

and heaven will be yours.
Will you commit yourself to the

Lord Jesus in faith right now?
What a tragedy to waste a life.  You
can reap some of the benefits of
heaven right here in this life, if you
will but trust Him.  You can have
your sins forgiven and possess eter-
nal life.  You can have the presence
of the indwelling Spirit in your life.
Have you trusted Him yet?  If not,
why not?  If not now, when?   

A FEW OF OUR BEST!
ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME

2013 EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

JANUARY
Tawnya Tenhouse, Housekeeping

FEBRUARY
Deb Kennedy, Activities

MARCH
Kristen Coulter, Nursing

APRIL
Carrie Veile, Housekeeping

MAY
Lori Stark, Physical Therapy

JUNE
Ila Farris, Dietary

NOMINATIONS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED...
Do you know a staff person at IVHQ who goes “above
and beyond” the call of duty?  Perhaps you should sub-
mit a nomination for employee of the month on their
behalf...  While there is a nomination form, any hand-
written or typed nomination will be accepted.
Nominations can be made by residents, their families,
other staff, or by volunteers.  Please send completed
nominations or requests for nomination forms to Rick
Gengenbacher in the Headquarters Building.  Recipients
are selected on a quarterly basis.
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VOLUNTEERISM
You might say I have had

some “eye opening experiences”
since starting my new position as
Director of Activities and
Volunteer Services.  This is some-
what surprising considering I am
in my 19th year of employment
here and thought I had seen pret-
ty much everything.  I see many
of the same things from a differ-
ent perspective now however.
The biggest of these “eye opening
experiences” was to see how
important volunteerism is to
everyday life here.  I think we all
probably view life here in much
the same way: the buildings,
grounds, residents, employees.
But there is another major aspect
of life here called the “volunteer.”
These people are not always obvi-
ous but our volunteers are as
vital to quality of life here as any
other factor one wants to consid-
er.  Though they are around us
every day they often go unrecog-
nized because they work in the
background or are mistaken for
employees.  Our more recogniza-
ble volunteers are like the faith-
ful people that make up our vet-
erans organizations.  They fund
and organize many of the annual
events that contribute to the rich
culture and tradition that have
developed here over many years. 

There is yet another group of
volunteers we never see at all. A
lady named Nancy Beverage is a
good example of this type of vol-
unteer.  I am willing to bet you
have never heard of Nancy, even
though she has been supporting
our residents here for years and
touched countless lives with her
selfless service.  Let me tell you a
little more about Nancy.  She
lives one hundred fifty miles
away and rarely has an opportu-
nity to visit.  In fact, I just met
her shortly before this writing,
though I have talked with her
many times by phone since
assuming this position in
January.  One of my first conver-
sations with Nancy was when she
called me to say she was sending
money she had collected so that
we could buy chocolate for our
residents.  She felt it was impor-
tant for them to have good choco-
late to eat and did not want it to
wait until Valentine’s Day.  How
sweet is that! (Pun intended).
Nancy also organizes drives to
collect comfort items like snacks,
toiletries and stamps, which she
then donates here and to other
veterans’ facilities.  She also
sends cards, sometimes with a
dollar in each one so the recipient
can buy a candy bar or some-
thing.  She does this purely out of

the kindness of her heart and for
people she will likely never get to
meet or get to hear say “Thank
You.”

But that says a lot about vol-
unteers like Nancy.  They give of
themselves without expectation
of reward.  You may have heard
the phrase “Time, Treasure, and
Talent,” which is what a volun-
teer gives when they help our res-
idents. They donate “time” they
could be spending somewhere
else, money “treasure” they could
spend on something else, and
gifts “talents,” they could share
with someone else. One of our
Friendly Visitor volunteers for
example, would be sharing both
their time and ability to listen
empathetically (time and talent).
You get the idea.  They are
unique people who tend to put
others needs higher on the list
than most of us normally would.
They are also people we all can
learn from; imagine a world filled
with people like Nancy Beverage. 
In future articles, I hope to share
more about our volunteers and
the ways they serve here, but let
me end for now by saying on
behalf of all of us at IVHQ,
THANK YOU, volunteers for
your selfless service.  

“Blessed is he who has regard
for the weak; the Lord delivers
him in times of trouble. The Lord
will protect and preserve his life;
he will bless him in the land and
not surrender him to the desires
of his foes.  The Lord will sustain
him on his sickbed and restore
him from his bed of illness…”
Psalm 41:1-3

Volunteer
Voices
BY KELVIN ROBERTS

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
Friday, December 13th - Resident & Family Christmas Party

(More details in the next two issues of the BUGLE.  Invites will be mailed to family members near Thanksgiving)
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TAPS (APRIL 25TH THROUGH JUNE 16TH)

GOD BLESS THESE SPECIAL MEN AND WOMEN, OUR COMRADES...

Elvis Hodge, 85,
died May 16th.
Elvis was a WWII
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 7/23/09.

Earl Gill, 95, died
May 7th.  Earl
was a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since 6/5/08.

Peter Guterrez,
90, died May 29th.
Peter was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
5/25/12.

Bill Fischer, 83,
died May 3rd.  Bill
was a Korean War
Army Veteran and
a resident since
1/3/13.

Bill Ferree, 78,
died June 6th.
Bill was a
Vietnam War Air
Force Veteran and
a resident since
4/12/12.

Lester Holtschlag,
87, died June
16th.  Les was a
Korean War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
7/30/12.

Irv Reining, 94,
died June 15th.
Irv was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
5/9/13.

Ralph Pitman,
91, died June
10th.  Ralph was a
W W I I  A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
2/25/13.

Chuck Nesmith,
84, died May 9th.
Chuck was a
Korean War and
Vietnam War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since 12/6/12.

Wylie Michael,
89, died May 21st.
Wylie was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
9/26/12.

Delbert Linn, 97,
died June 8th.
Delbert was a
W W I I  A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
4/22/13.

George Rives,
89, died May 12th.
George was a
W W I I  A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
5/31/12.

Frank Wellman,
91, died June 1st.
Frank was a
W W I I  N a v y
Veteran and a
resident since
5/21/07.

Lenny Watts,
84, died June 3rd.
Lenny was a
Korean War
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 5/29/84.

Joe Tylutki, 66,
died May 28th.
Joe was a
Vietnam War
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 3/14/13.

Mary Frances Staake,
91, died May
29th.  Mary was
a Non-Veteran
and a resident
since 10/27/03.

Larry Samuels,
83, died May
31st.  Larry was
a Korean War
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 12/17/01.

Charlie Werries,
87, died June
12th.  Charlie
was a WWII
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 3/22/11.

Morris Young,
89, died April
30th.  Morris was
a Peace Time
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 11/19/12.
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ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT QUINCY

WISH LIST
These items currently cannot be funded through the regular budget process but are nonetheless worthy proj-
ects.  If you or your organization are interested in funding a portion or an entire project, simply contact
Administrator Bruce Vaca at (217) 222-8641, ext. #202 or Director of Marketing Rick Gengenbacher at ext.
#380.  All contributions, no matter the size, will be noted in the Bugle with the Wish List.  These items will
remain on the list until we have received enough funds to purchase them.  New items will be added from time
to time.  (Checks should be made payable to the Illinois Veterans Home .  Please write the name of the proj-
ect you wish to adopt in the memo note.)  THIS LIST IS IN PRIORITY ORDER. As always, thank you for your time
and consideration.

REQUESTED: HOMELIKE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT - ADOPT-A-CHAIR PROGRAM
REASON: Living environments influence quality of life and many studies have been done regarding the impact the envi-

ronment around us has on our health; physical, and emotional well-being.   Such things as wall cover-
ings/color, window coverings, lighting, and wall art influence us whether we realize it or not.   These things
help humanize healthcare environments and can make a setting more reminiscent of home; that’s our goal
with this endeavor, to create a more homelike environment for our residents starting with the dining room
chairs.

PRICE: $325 to Adopt-a-Chair

REQUESTED: PATIENT BATHTUBS
REASON: The majority of the bathtubs in nursing units at the Illinois Veterans Home are in excess of 30 years old.

Great advancements have been made in the design of the handicapped tubs during the past three decades -
changes that create more comfort and safety for residents and ease on staff.  These tubs include side loading
options where a door of the bath actually opens, the resident is placed in the bath, the door is secured, then
the bathtub is filled with water.  This makes the bathing process much easier for both residents and staff.

PRICE: $12,500 each (Requesting two)

REQUESTED: AMERICAN VETERANS’ MEMORIAL GARDEN
REASON: We would like to create a beautiful perennial garden between the Stone Building and Smith Hall for our res-

idents, their families, and all other visitors to enjoy.  Thanks to Bergman Nursery, we have a breathtaking
design that has high curb appeal and is low in maintenance.  Some of the design features are a paver patio
with stone benches, special lighting, retaining walls, walkways for wheelchairs, a dry creek bed, and berms
with annuals and flowering trees.  This special garden would honor all military veterans and its many walk-
ways would tell the story of America’s pathway to freedom.

PRICE: $35,000 total

REQUESTED: DONATIONS TO COVER PRINTING & MAILING EXPENSE FOR THE BUGLE
REASON: Donations are requested to help offset a portion of the annual expenses for the bi-monthly publication which,

between printing and postage will exceed $20,000.00 per year.
PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

REQUESTED: DONATIONS TO THE RESIDENTS BENEFIT (ACTIVITIES) FUND
REASON: Daily activities for residents and all special events (such as the Family Picnic and the Christmas Party) are

funded out of the Residents Benefit Fund.  Donations of all sizes are always welcome as our Activities
Department continues to provide first-class events and reaches out to all residents through a variety of
activities.

PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

Thank You For Your Consideration!!!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!!

The Donald Kruger Memorial
donated $480.00 to the Activity
Fund

Polish Legion of American
Veterans, Stanley Barabasz
Post 72, donated $50.00 to the
Activity Fund

Stitch & Stir HCE donated
$20.00 for Phone Cards

James & Lois Brechbiel donat-
ed $20.00 to the Bugle Fund

The Senator John Davidson
Memorial Donated $100.00 to
the Activity Fund

The Wilbur S. West Jr.
Memorial donated $25.00 to
the Activity Fund

AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary
donated $684.00 to the
Memorial Day Family Picnic -
hotdogs & ice cream

The Charles Gavillet Memorial
donated $75.00 to the Activity
Fund

The Wayne Fecht Memorial
donated $20.00 to the Activity
Fund

AMVETS Post 104 donated
$25.00 to the Markword Bingo
Fund for May

Catholic War Veterans Post
1933 donated $45.00 to the
Markword Bingo Fund for May
& June

The Dr. Michael Anderson
Memorial donated $240.00 to
the Activity Fund

Louise Seaver donated $80.00
to the Bugle Fund

Marine Corps League Inc.,
Department of Illinois, donat-
ed $1,000.00 to the Activity
Fund

Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary Department of

Illinois donated $200.00 to the
Activity Fund

The Deloris Edlen Memorial
donated $165.00 to the Activity
Fund

Towanda VFW Post donated
$70.00 for Canteen Store
Cards

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
5001 donated $50.00 to the
Activity Fund

The Lawrence Lussing
Memorial donated $380.00 to
the Home-Like Environment
Project

The Wilma Veach Memorial
donated $25.00 to the Activity
Fund

The Robert Stevenson
Memorial donated $1,350.00 to
the  American Veterans
Garden Project

Greenview AMVETS Ladies
Auxiliary Post 179 donated
$50.00 to the Activity Fund

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Auxiliary Department of
Illinois donated $16.99 to the
Red Hat Ladies Party

Shirley Thielbar donated
$20.00 to the Bugle Fund

Sam Gass donated $100.00 to
the Activity Fund

Elk's National Veterans
Service Commission donated
$500.00 to the Garden Therapy
Program and $350.00 to the
Art Therapy Program

The John Harlow Memorial
donated $90.00 to the Activity
Fund

The May Jenks Memorial
donated $215.00 to the Activity
Fund

Raymond & Maria Knowles

donated $25.00 to the Activity
Fund

10th District Veterans of
Foreign Wars donated $100.00
to the Museum Fund / Cover
cost of Medal of Honor Mural

Velda Fafoglia donated $25.00
to the Bugle Fund

Gary & Beverly Delong donat-
ed $100.00 to the Activity Fund

James Muldoon donated
$100.00 to the Activity Fund

Catholic War Veterans Post
1933 donated $20.00 for
Markword Bingo for June

American Legion Post 979
donated $1,000.00 to the
Activity Fund

Military Order of Purple Heart
donated $545.30 from their
cookout to their Activity Fund

The Gerald Frericks Memorial
donated $45.00 to the Activity
Fund

American Legion 22nd District
Post & Auxiliary donated
$105.00 American Legion 22nd
District Mayfest

Raymond Gilpin trust fund
donated $20.04 to the Activity
Fund

The George Rives Memorial
donated $75.00 to the
American Veterans Memorial
Garden

Merle & Judy Sims donated
$100.00 to the Bugle Fund and
American Veterans Memorial
Garden

Disabled American Veterans
Department of Illinois donated
$1,000.00 for Comfort Items

Springfield USBC WBA donat-
ed $200.00 to the Activity Fund

Butch Likes donated $10.00 to
the Bugle Fund

Shirley Thielbar donated
$40.00 to the Activity Fund

Bob Shepherd donated $34.00
from Chest raffle proceeds to
the Activity Fund

The following individuals, fam-
ilies, or organizations donated
to the Memorial Day Picnic:
Connie Bottorff - $50.00 
Floyd & Diane Alexander -
$100.00 Darlene Trone - $25.00
Olga Carriger - $25.00
Homer Kellogg - $100.00
Arnie & Judy Eichorst -
$100.00 
Russell & Judith Croteau -
$100.00
Betty Kownacki - $25.00
John Bybee - $50.00
Jack & Donna Metternich -
$50.00
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ericson -
$25.00
Roy & Barbara Lewis - $20.00
Herbert & Dona Schmedt -
$25.00
John Eric Borg - $200.00
Judith Kerst - $50.00
Walter Krozel - $100.00
Velda Fafoglia - $10.00
Donald & Mary Jane Casley -
$10.00 
Margie Thompson - $20.00
Lyndel & Mary Ann Mountain
- $30.00
Richard & Karen Heberling -
$20.00
Lain & Marie Johnson - $25.00 
Charles & Hazel Stewart -
$50.00
Steve & Sharon Jamieson -
$20.00
Julie Clapper - $50.00
Bernard & Virginia Ator -
$25.00
Colette Colgan - $20.00
Mary Hamann Family - $35.00
Martha Miller - $25.00 
James & Marilyn Ward - $5.00
Charles Reyburn - $10.00
Ark & Lois Quinn - $20.00
Kathleen Parris - $50.00

WISH LIST

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED(since last issue)
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IVHQ was honored to have Vietnam Veteran and Ex-POW, Major
General John Borling visit on May 1st.  Among several topics,
General Borling discussed his book Taps on the Walls.  The book is
a collection of poems he composed while being held as a prisoner of
war for six and a half years - in the Hanoi Hilton.  Signed copies of
the book are available in the All Wars Museum.

Major General John Borling Visit


