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ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT QUINCY

IDVA EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR
IVHQ is blessed to have many wonderful and dedicated
employees!  One of our best, Brenda Langan from Fifer
Activities, was named the Illinois Department of Veterans
Affairs Employee of the Year during Veterans Day at the
State Fair on Sunday, August 16th.  Congratulations,
Brenda, well deserved!

(See additional photos starting on page #12.)

PROVIDING A HOME FOR VETERANS...  OVER 125 YEARS STRONG!
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Population Report

Men Women
WWII 86 6
WWII & Korea 5 0
Korea 104 4
WWII, Korea & Vietnam 1 0
Korea & Vietnam 1 1
Vietnam 85 1
Vietnam & Gulf 2 0
Gulf 3 0
Peace Time 34 0
Non-Veterans 0 75
Total 322 90
Total Population 412

H These statistics were valid as of August 19, 2015.

Age Range Chart

Men Women
39 & Under 0 0
40-49 1 0
50-59 9 0
60-69 49 2
70-79 61 13
80-89 142 50
90-99 59 25
100 & Over 1 0

Branch of Service Report

Air Force 39
Army 183
Coast Guard 2
Marine 35
Navy 78
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July 13th Wind Storm
At precisely 6:10 p.m. on Monday, July 13th, a

straight line wind storm hit the Quincy area causing dev-
astating damage to residential and business properties
alike.  The good news is that while the storm did thou-
sands of dollars of damage, not one person was injured.
Truly remarkable!

Unfortunately, IVHQ did not survive unscathed.    We
had very little structural damage but lost over 45 of our
beautiful mature trees and another 100 or so suffered sig-
nificant damage.  The campus was truly a mess as several
trees, probably close to, if not over 100 years old, blocked
streets and walkways.

Within hours all roadways were cleared.  The rest of
the mess only lasted a couple weeks as our maintenance
staff and truck garage along with the help of many others
did a masterful job of cleaning up the place.  I especially
wish to note the work of our contracted lawn crew, Best
Kept Lawns.

Many residents, staff, and concerned citizens have
inquired about making donations to replace our tree loss.
While we do not intend on adding to the current Wish List,
we do have a Tree Fund at the Home.

Anyone wishing to make a donation to it may certain-
ly do so but it is important that we clearly communicate
that we (IVHQ administration) will decide what type of
trees we will purchase and the location where they will be
placed.  If an individual donates a minimum of $500 to
cover the cost of a full tree, we will put a memorial on it
but we no longer but stones or any other type of marker on
the ground as this has become a burden on our lawn crew.

New Canteen Days of Operation
Please note that effective September 7th, the

Canteen, located in Smith Hall, will no longer be open on
Mondays meaning days of operation will be Tuesday
through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The Canteen is a great place for residents, staff, and
visitors to enjoy a good snack or a great meal.  The
Canteen offers breakfast throughout the day and econom-
ically priced specials each day.  We are fortunate to have
such a place on our grounds.  I encourage all of you to
patronize them as often as possible.  

July 4th
Once again this year IVHQ hosted the City of Quincy

Independence Day celebration which included a great
fireworks show.  Many IVHQ residents were among the
more than 5,000 folks who enjoyed the event.  I wish to
thank all IVHQ employees who volunteered during the

event to ensure the success of the event and the safety of
IVHQ residents.  We look forward to the opportunity to do
it again in 2016!

Survey Time - Eyes, Ears, and Nose
Soon survey teams from the Illinois Department of

Public Health and the Federal Veterans’ Administration
will be on grounds to conduct their annual inspections of
our facility.

We have fared very well with our past inspections and
certainly expect the same this year.  With that said, it
never hurts to remind IVHQ employees to stay on your
toes and be prepared.

I ask you keep in mind eyes, ears, and nose.  If it does-
n’t look right, sound right, or smell right, chances are it
isn’t!  Please address anything that your eyes, ears, and
nose find questionable.  Trust your instincts and when the
inspectors come, we will fair as great as we have in the
past.

SECA Campaign
The State and University Employees Combined

Appeal - known as SECA, will start September 23rd and
end November 18th.  During this time, IVHQ employees
will have the opportunity to contribute (voluntary partici-
pation) to literally hundreds of worthy causes, not only in
the local area, but throughout the state and nation.  I
encourage all IVHQ employees to be on the lookout for
SECA material and to be as generous as you possibly can.
You can learn more about SECA at www.secaillinois.org.

Have a great day and enjoy the rest of the Bugle!

Administrator’s
Column

BY ADMINISTRATOR BRUCE VACA
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A FEW THINGS GOING ON...
Please take note of the following events to take place in the weeks and months ahead:

* Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League DANCE - Saturday, August 22nd from 6:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Silver Wings Band.  Marine Corps League members will be on hand to
escort, do a 50/50, and provide treats.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, September 4th at 10:00 a.m. in Fifer.  Guest
speaker to be announced.

* Election Day - Thursday, September 10th.  Lippincott Hall is polling place.  (This is the date of the gen-
eral election to replace former Congressman Aaron Schock)

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, September 10th, load at 8:30 a.m.

* Private Joe Golf Outing - Friday, September 11th at 12:00 p.m. at Arrowhead Heights Golf Course
in Camp Point.  (Fundraiser for the All Wars Museum - see page #19 for more details.)

* Bloomington American Legion Cooties BINGO - Saturday, September 12th, 1:30 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.
Bingo and treats.

* Tri-State Lugnuts “Endless Summer” Car Show - Sunday, September 13th throughout the day.  Our
good friends will be back with a wide variety of cars and semi’s on display.  There will also be a
food court and games.  This event is open to the public.

* National POW/MIA Recognition Day - Friday, September 18th

* Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League DANCE - Saturday, September 26th from 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Moving On Band.  Marine Corps League members will be on hand to
escort, do a 50/50, and provide treats.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, October 2nd at 10:00 a.m.  in Somerville.  Guest
speaker to be announced.

* Employee/Retiree Family Fall Festival - Friday, October 2nd, 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in American
Legion Pavilion on Lake Illinois.  The Employee Recognition Committee invites all IVHQ employees,
RETIREES, and their immediate families for a fun fall event.

* Fall Veterans Advisory Council Meeting - Saturday, October 3rd, 10:00 a.m. in Lippincott Hall.

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, October 8th, load at 8:30 a.m.

* VFW Post and Auxiliary #1921 BINGO - Saturday, October 17th, 1:30 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.  Bingo and
treats.

* FOUNDATION DAY, Monday, October 19th - IVHQ will mark its 129th anniversary with treats for
residents on all units.  Happy Anniversary!

* Beardstown VFW BINGO - Saturday, October 24th, 1:30 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.  Bingo and treats.

* Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League DANCE - Saturday, October 24th from 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Country Time Band.  Marine Corps League members will be on hand
to escort, do a 50/50, and provide treats.  (Last dance of the year.)

* Halloween Parties on all the units - Friday, October 30th.

* VETERANS DAY Program - Wednesday, November 11th at 10:00 a.m. in Lippincott Hall.  Program
will be broadcast LI VE ON IVHQ-TV.

* Resident/Family Christmas Party - Friday, December 18th.
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Arnold Cooper
Anderson

From Quincy
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 9/15

Gene Duncan
Fifer B

From Quincy
Vietnam War

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 9/13

Frank Dawdy
Fifer A

From Jacksonville
Vietnam War

Marine Corps Veteran
DOB is 6/28

Max Danner
Markword 2

From Beardstown
Korean War

Marine Corps Veteran
DOB is 8/18

Dwayne Crook
Schapers B
From Quincy
Peace Time
Army Veteran
DOB is 7/3

NEW ADMISSIONS(JUNE 18TH THROUGH AUGUST 18TH)

WELCOME TO IVHQ

Robert Anderson
Markword 2
From Canton
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 12/19

Mike Burge
Elmore East

From Lexington
Vietnam War
Army Veteran
DOB is 12/21

Roger Bullard
Fletcher 1

From Versailles
Vietnam War

Marine Corps Veteran
DOB is 2/2

Leo Bartels
Markword 2
From Moline

WWII
Navy Veteran
DOB is 4/2

Leo Baldwin
Fifer D

From Jacksonville
Peace Time

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 11/9

Wes Fishburn
Markword 2
From Virginia
Korean War
Navy Veteran
DOB is 5/1

Gregory Gavin
Fifer A

From Indian Head Par
Peace Time

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 12/24

Rich French
Fifer D

From Springfield
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 2/15

Dee French
Somerville

From Springfield
Non-Veteran
DOB is 12/30

Bill Foose
Schapers B
From Quincy

WWII
Army Veteran
DOB is 2/27
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Gus Papili
Fifer A

From Springfield
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 10/2

Bill Terpstra
Schapers B
From Beecher
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 10/27

Dan Stone
Elmore East

From Jacksonville
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran
DOB is 10/9

George Sparrow
Elmore East

From Hamilton
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 11/12

Arthur Peratt
Markword 1

From Sherman
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 2/23

NEW ADMISSIONS(CONTINUED)

WELCOME TO IVHQ

Pete Guernsey
Markword 1

From Pleasant Plains
Vietnam War

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 12/17

Donna Metternich
Elmore 2

From Hamilton
Non-Veteran
DOB is 8/14 

Vern Kaltenbach
Elmore 2

From Quincy
Korean War
Army Veteran
DOB is 7/25

Dick Hartweg
Fifer C

From Hamilton
Peace Time
Army Veteran
DOB is 12/16

Dean Harness
Fifer B

From Sutter
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 2/7

DL Wharton
Fifer D

From Mt. Zion
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran
DOB is 6/28
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The dog days of summer are
upon us and it will be hot; remem-
ber we can deliver to most resi-
dents if the weather keeps you
indoors!  The Library offers several
regional and national newspapers
and many popular magazine sub-
scriptions along with large print
books, over 3000 DVDs and hun-
dreds of music CDs.  As always, if
there is something you want to
read, watch, or listen to, let us
know and if we do not have it will
make every effort to get it for you.
E-Books – Stop by on

Wednesday morning between 9AM
and 11:30AM and we will get you
started with checking out library
books on your Kindle or I-Pad.  If
you are unable to get to the library,
call us and we will try to get to you.
The E-Book program is available to
residents, retired staff, current
staff and volunteers who have a
library card.
E-Mail – Please remember the

library is a great way to keep in
touch with family and friends. Our
E-Mail address is:
library@adams.net , please request
your name and building where you
reside appear in the subject line to
insure we can deliver your e-mail
to you timely. We cannot forward
internet files/links, e-cards, music
or video files. We are always happy
to print photo attachments so you
can keep up with your family and
friends, but request that the num-
ber of images attached be reason-
able as to not overwhelm the
library staff. Remind family &
friends that the emails are printed
and mail pick up/delivery is once a
day, so if they need to reach you
quickly ask them to call.

Website – Did you know we
have a library website? Just go to
the IVHQ home page and click on
the library link, it will take you
directly to the library website
where you can keep up with all the
new additions to the library. You
may also search for items at our
library or libraries within our
alliance. You will need your library
number to request material but
that is only a phone call away! Call
or visit us for more information.

Your Library’s Collection
DVDs – We try to add new

DVDs as new releases become
available, unfortunately during the
summer months we are unable to
make purchases. Did you know you
library funding comes from a state
library grant? We receive our
library grant around October and
we will begin making purchases of
new DVDs, CDs, and books at that
time. Until them all new additions
come from donations. 

DVD Added to the Collection -
New additions to the library this
month include: “The Flame Trees
of Thika” a two volume TV mini-
series starring Haley Mills that
takes place in Australia; “TV
Western Collection” a 4 CD collec-
tion of classic TV westerns; “The
Andy Griffith Show” another clas-
sic television series in two sets
with 4 episodes each; and “A Boy
on a Dolphin” a 1957 Sophia Loren
film.

Summer Films - This summer
watch a film with Jennifer Aniston
who has appeared in a variety of
comedies: Newer comedies include
“Life of Crime” rated R, about a kid-
napped wife whose husband refuses

to pay the ransom so she joins
forces with the kidnappers; “Cake”
rated R and considered one of her
best performances to date; “The
Iron Giant” a wonderful animation
featuring the voice of Jennifer
Aniston; and two older comedies,
“Bruce Almighty” with Jim Carrey
and “Along came Polly” with Ben
Stiller – both are rated PG-13.

CDs – We are considering new
items for the library and plan on
increasing our CD collection with
more Rock, Jazz and Blues. Let us
know what you want to listen to so
we can keep up with your current
interest in music!
Laptop Computers: Do not forget
that your library has Laptop com-
puters available for check out by
our residents. These laptops are
internet ready and are operating
with Windows 7. The laptops may
be checked out for a period of one
week. If you have a need or desire
to use a laptop, please come to the
library to check one out.  

CD/DVD Player - Need a loan-
er? We have CD/DVD players
available to check out. If you enjoy
movies we encourage you to contact
the shopper and purchase your
own DVD player as ours are “on
loan” and not intended to be kept
long term. DVD players can be
found for as little as $25.00 at Wal-
Mart, Dollar General, Big-Lots and
other retailers.

I am constantly looking to
expand the library’s reading, lis-
tening and viewing selections for
your enjoyment. If you have any
suggestions/requests for any books,
movies, CDs, etc. that you would
like to find in your library, now is
the time to let your library staff
know. The library is currently
making final decisions on such pur-
chases and your input is requested.
Of course, not everything can be
acquired, but unless you speak up,
it may never be in the library! 

Please keep an eye on IVHQ-
TV (Channel 2) for announcement
of newly added items (All
Formats)!

Library
Notes
BY PEGGY BALLARD
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THE HEART OF OUR FAITH
I commonly preach on a par-

ticular theme at services over an
extended period of time.  For sev-
eral years it was the topic of “The
Good News.” Congregants soon
got used to the question, “What is
the Good News?”

You would be dismayed at the
huge number of people (and even
clergy) who cannot answer that
basic question.  Indeed, there is a
priest I know with a PhD in the-
ology who did not know the
answer.  He wrote a book, a sur-
vey of the Catholic Faith.  I
bought a copy and began reading
it only to find that in the first
chapter he got it wrong!  I stopped
reading and tossed it in the trash.
Why waste time if an author does
not know the most fundamental
truth of the Faith?

I am convinced that this is a
vital question because finding the
answer to that puts a person
“head and shoulders” above the
crowd in an understanding of
their Christian Faith.  Knowing
the “Good News” is the key that
unlocks the meaning of the
Gospels.  Although I have moved
on to a new topic in my preaching,
from time to time I return to
water and nurture the message of
the “Good News” so people can
continue going deeper.  By the
way – Do you know what the
“Good News” is?

You might ask why I hang
onto a theme for such a long time?
I have come to realize that, while
people remember the answer to a
question, it takes a long, long

time to grow into an understand-
ing of that answer.  That is why
Jesus so often taught using para-
ble stories, “infecting” his listen-
ers with a puzzle that they would
solve over time, growing into the
answer.

Currently my theme is cap-
tured in the question, “Do you
know the Lord Jesus?”  I expect to
remain there for a long time, per-
haps for the rest of my preaching
days. 

The Christian Faith is not
about believing doctrinal formu-
lations, so much as it is leaning
into God, trusting in his provi-
dence.  As a local Episcopal
Church stated in its website
under “Who we are” and “Our
Theology.”  We don’t believe in an
idea or a system. We believe in a
person.  What we believe about
God flows from our trust in God–
our trust in Jesus.

Now following correct doctri-
nal thinking has been a passion of
the Church from the earliest
days.  We have based that on the
teaching of Jesus, “You shall
know the truth and the truth
shall set you free.” (John 8: 32)
We have been careful to preserve
the truth of Christ’s teaching.
But sometimes doctrinal formula-
tions can lead us to run off the
road.  For over 400 years we had
been at odds with our Lutheran
brothers and sisters over the doc-
trine of Salvation.  In recent
years however, after extensive
discussions we discovered that we
believed the same thing!  We had
been at odds all those years over

semantics!
For so long Christians have

also focused on sin, condemning it
and rooting it out.  That is well
intentioned but also somewhat
problematic. 

Now there is a place for each
of these approaches, but this
place is not central to being a
Christian.  The central calling of
the Faith is to trust in Jesus. As
Jesus himself taught in John’s
Gospel, “This is the work of God,
that you believe in the one he
sent.” (John 6: 29)

And we will begin to believe
in Jesus only when we have come
to know Him.  Central to our
Faith is a personal relationship
with God in Christ Jesus.  Our
Protestant brothers and sisters
who encourage people to accept a
personal relationship with Jesus
as their Lord and Savior have got
it right!

Of course, working out a rela-
tionship with the Lord and com-
ing to know him is as much of a
challenge as it is with any person.
But we have one blessing in this
regard – the Lord wants that
relationship with us more than
we do with him.  And he wants
this so much that he pursues us
relentlessly!  Even when it might
be painful for us.  And that is
because he loves us.

As the years pass on, and as I
come to know the Lord better I
find that my spiritual life is less
about what I can do for God and
less on doctrine, and much more
on simple acceptance of his love
and his grace.  Brennan Manning
says it best:

“Your Christian life and mine
don’t make any sense unless in the
depth of our beings we believe that
Jesus not only knows what hurts
us, but knowing, seeks us out
whatever our poverty, whatever
our pain.  His plea to His people
is, 'Come now, wounded, fright-
ened, angry, lonely, empty, and

Pastoral
Reflections

BY FR. DON BLICKHAN
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I’ll meet you where you live.  And
I’ll love you as you are, not as you
should be, because you’re never
going to be as you should be.”

Do you really believe this?
With all the wrong turns you
made in your past... the mistakes,
the moments of selfishness, dis-

honesty and degraded love?  Do
you really believe that Jesus
Christ loves you?  Not the Person
next to you, not the church, not
the world.  But that He loves you
- beyond worthiness and unwor-
thiness, beyond fidelity and infi-
delity.  That he loves you in the

morning sun and in the evening
rain.  Without caution, regret,
boundary, limit. No matter
what’s gone down, He can’t stop
loving you. This is the Jesus of
the Gospels.”
~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
© Brennan Manning

Jessica Bolton
Nursing - 7/13

Amber Beebe
Nursing - 7/13

Jennifer Bricker
Nursing - 8/10

Charlotte Clark
Nursing - 7/13

NEW EMPLOYEES (JUNE 18TH THROUGH AUGUST 18TH)

RESIDENTS AND FELLOW STAFF WELCOME YOU TO IVHQ!

Katrina Horn
Nursing - 8/10

Michelle Fryer
Nursing - 7/13

Patricia Newman
Nursing - 7/13

Natalia Johnson
Nursing - 7/13

Dawn Sickman
Nursing - 7/13

Rodney Slaughter
Nursing - 7/13

Jeremy Smith
Nursing - 7/13

WIVES OF SCHAPERS B
Changes and transitions abound this season!  One of us is celebrating her 25th wedding anniver-
sary, two have 50th anniversaries , and another is having her own 80th birthday.  There is much
discussion at lunch about how to handle milestones without our husbands.  Alas, there is no easy
answer.  Meanwhile, we are seeing the guys decline and need a higher level of care, so off we go
to Markword 2.  At the same time new veterans are entering Schapers B so we seasoned gals are
being supportive to our new Lunch Bunch friends.  Thank you to staff at both Schapers B and
Markword 2!

Betty, Nancy, Ann, & Bev



PAGE 10

Helen Dickens 9/1 Anderson
Tony Pabalan 9/1 Fletcher 1
Rusty Smith 9/3 Schapers B
Clyde Brown 9/3 Markword 1
Jim Vogel 9/4 Markword 2
Daniel Dickens 9/6 Anderson
Bob Vaughn 9/7 Fifer B
Richard Jones 9/8 Anderson
Bob Sassman 9/9 Markword 2
Ruby Steele 9/9 Anderson
Gene Siebers 9/10 Schapers B
Chester Todd 9/11 Fletcher 1
Bob O’Connor 9/11 Fletcher 2
Virginia Williams 9/12 Fifer B
Bon Foote 9/12 Schapers B
Leroy Barton 9/12 Elmore East
Byron McAllister 9/13 Fletcher 1
Gene Duncan 9/13 Fifer B
Mary Mason 9/13 Somerville
Richard Mensendike 9/14 Fifer C
Velma Schisler 9/14 Elmore 2
Harold Rudd 9/14 Fifer D
Melvin Kamphaus 9/15 Fifer A
Jim Jenkins 9/15 Markword 2
Arnold Cooper 9/15 Anderson
George Herendeen 9/16 Fifer C
Bill Baird 9/17 Markword 2
Marvin Sanders 9/18 Fifer D
Harold Dasch 9/19 Elmore 2
Virginia Riney 9/19 Elmore East
Paul Thennes 9/21 Elmore West
Ralph Genenbacher 9/22 Elmore East
Terry Ehrenhart 9/22 Markword 1
Don Ellison 9/22 Markword 1
Spike Spiker 9/24 Elmore East
Don Smith 9/25 Schapers A
Edna McAfee 9/25 Fifer B
Mary Ann Mountain 9/25 Somerville
John Kline 9/26 Fifer C
Kaye Smith 9/27 Markword 1
Dorm Cole 9/27 Markword 1

Mardy McDowell 9/2 Nursing
Brennan Casey 9/3 Nursing
Robin Sonethongkham 9/5 Nursing
June Newbold 9/6 Housekeeping
Jennifer Clendenny 9/7 Nursing
Mary O’Brien 9/8 Nursing
Margaret Schuermann 9/8 Nursing
Ila Farris 9/9 Dietary
Susan DeMoss 9/10 Nursing
Karen Howard 9/10 Nursing
Nettie Smith 9/10 Nursing
Warren Smith 9/10 Dietary
Peggy Stark 9/10 Dietary
Susie Veihl 9/10 Nursing
Susie Weiss 9/10 Nursing
Vicky Zanger 9/11 Physical Therapy
Kelly Johnson 9/12 Nursing
Shanna Bangert 9/13 Housekeeping
Kristen Westerheide 9/13 Nursing
Deb Kennedy 9/14 Activities
Bob Westerheide 9/14 Pharmacy
Linda Miller 9/15 Nursing
Judy Patterson 9/15 Nursing
Stephen Thomas 9/16 Nursing
Jonita Brunier 9/17 Nursing
Tina McPherson 9/17 Adjutant’s Office
Doris Franzen 9/18 Nursing
Barb Risley 9/18 Nursing
Christy Huner 9/19 Nursing
Cassie Mace 9/19 Housekeeping
Mandy Walters 9/19 Nursing
Brenda Altmix 9/20 Dietary
Vilma Jackaron 9/20 Nursing
Gene Vahle 9/20 Electrician
Rebecca Davis 9/21 Nursing
Lilly Booth 9/22 Nursing
Jasena Mann 9/22 Nursing
Mira Simovic 9/22 Nursing
Sherrie Lefevre 9/23 Nursing
Terry Smith 9/23 Dietary
Mike Spohr 9/23 Social Services
Bill Buss 9/24 Nursing
Rebecca Buhlig 9/25 Nursing
Alice Cagnoni 9/25 Nursing
Brad Florea 9/25 Nursing
Jim Hayes 9/26 Dietary
Donita Scott 9/26 Dietary
Terry Wise 9/26 Data Processing
Michelle Hankins 9/27 Nursing
Mark Iseminger 9/27 Security
Ronna Cole 9/28 Nursing
Dana Mehochko 9/28 Nursing
Teresa Thomas 9/28 Nursing

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Residents Employees
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John Bauer 10/1 Fletcher 2

Bob Smith 10/1 Markword 1

Gus Papili 10/2 Fifer A

Connie Bottorff 10/5 Somerville

Karen Kotek 10/7 Somerville

Joe Robinson 10/7 Markword 1

Gary Compton 10/7 Fifer A

Red Cummings 10/9 Fifer B

Mike Durre 10/9 Markword 1

Hack Dulin 10/9 Markword 1

Dan Stone 10/9 Elmore East

Peggy Cook 10/10 Markword 2

Eddie McClintock 10/11 Elmore 2

Chuck Vespa 10/14 Anderson

Irvin Schecter 10/15 Markword 2

Keith Eads 10/15 Elmore 2

Charlie Brown 10/16 Markword 2

Clyde Gauley 10/17 Elmore East

Leroy Qualls 10/17 Fifer A

Craig Pennington 10/17 Fletcher 1

Sharon Ervin 10/18 Anderson

Leo Deihl 10/22 Elmore East

Sanford Eldridge 10/25 Schapers A

Roy Johnson 10/25 Fifer D

Bill Terpstra 10/27 Schapers B

Russ Merkel 10/29 Fifer C

Forrest Young 10/29 Fletcher 1

Esther Barkley 10/30 Somerville

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Residents Employees

Kathy Goehl 10/1 P.T.
Leon LaBonte 10/1 Nursing
George Schrage 10/1 Switchboard
Todd Breuer 10/3 Nursing
Jamye Hively 10/3 Nursing
Caronda Watson 10/3 Nursing
Martha Ellefritz 10/4 Nursing
Alicia Yates 10/4 Nursing
Paige Brady 10/6 Nursing
Paula Goodwin 10/6 Nursing
Alex Delos Santos 10/7 Nursing
Jolene Kiser 10/7 Social Services
Doug Mason 10/7 Security
Bob Schoch 10/8 Power Plant
Teresa Allensworth 10/9 Medical Staff
Devin Huner 10/10 Dietary
Allyson Halle 10/11 Nursing
Kris Durbin 10/12 Nursing
Darla Ingels 10/13 Dietary
Linda Coons 10/14 Nursing
Amber Wiemelt 10/14 Social Services
Peggy Ballard 10/15 Library
Shearie Harmon 10/16 Nursing
Tana Schutte 10/17 Nursing
Robin Van Velzer 10/18 Activities
Candi Bell 10/19 Nursing
Sarah Deege 10/20 Nursing
Mayia Redd 10/20 Nursing
Kathie Rigg 10/21 Nursing
Brandy Gauch 10/22 Nursing
Angie Dolbeare 10/24 Nursing
Dawn Ewing 10/24 Nursing
Lisa Tipton 10/24 Dietary
Wendy Bowen 10/25 Pharmacy
Melissa Raymond 10/25 Housekeeping
Denise Rigg 10/25 Dietary
Pam Warning 10/26 Personnel
Dawn Whelan 10/26 Dietary
Ivan Hicks 10/28 Dietary
Bobbette Morris 10/28 Dietary
Steve Clark 10/29 Housekeeping
Lindsay Crossman 10/29 Nursing
Barb Jones 10/29 Dietary
Misha Wassell 10/29 Dietary
Jeff Wilson 10/29 Truck Garage
Sandy Bauser 10/30 Nursing
Ed Mason 10/30 Dietary
Debra Blackledge 10/31 Nursing
Kevin Blewett 10/31 Power Plant
Rick Leonard 10/31 Maintenance
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Candid
Shots

“Candid Shots” from around IVHQ over
the past several weeks.  Enjoy.

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage Windstorm Damage

Windstorm on 7/13 Damage

Windstorm Damage Windstorm Damage
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Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage

Windstorm Damage Windstorm Damage
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Elk’s Veterans Appreciation Program and Lunch

Elk’s Veterans Appreciation Program and Lunch

American Legion 15th District Past Commanders Picnic

Elk’s Veterans Appreciation Program and Lunch

Elk’s Veterans Appreciation Program and Lunch on 7/11

American Legion 15th District Past Commanders Picnic on 7/26

American Legion 15th District Past Commanders Picnic American Legion 15th District Past Commanders Picnic



JULY/AUGUST, 2015 BUGLE

PAGE 15

THE IVHQ EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION COMMITTEE PRESENTS THE

Fall Family Festival
Friday, October 2nd, 5:00 p.m. to ???

in and around the American Legion Pavilion on Lake Illinois

All IVHQ employees and their immediate families and all IVHQ retirees and their spouse or
guest are invited to join us for the 3rd Annual Fall Family Festival.  The events promises to
be a great evening for employees and retirees to enjoy time together in a relaxed atmos-
phere.  We will have activities for the younger crowd (bounce house, pumpkin painting,
hayrack rides - for children of all ages, and more).  And, of course, we will have good eats
for everyone (chili dogs with all the fixings, baked beans, chips, cookies, and beverages).

We’ll have DJ with Karoake for those interested in showing their talents and a warm fire if
it’s chilly!  Bring a lawn chair and get ready for some family oriented fun!

American Legion 15th District Past Commanders Picnic

Rocking Chair Donation by AT & T Pioneer VolunteersCentral Illinois Girl Scout donated 100 boxes of cookie.  Yum!

American Legion 15th District Past Commanders Picnic
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ONTHEJOB
BY: RICK GENGENBACHER

THE HOWELL PROFILE
Birthday: November 1st
Family: Husband - Rick.  Daughters -
Valerie, 28; Samantha, 26; and
Jordan, 16
Military Service: None
IVHQ Service: Since 1993
Vehicle: 2013 Hyundai Tuscan
Favorite Beverage: Diet Dr. Pepper
Favorite Food: Desserts
Favorite Movie: Tom Gun
Favorite Actor: Tom Cruise in the 80’s
Favorite Actress: Goldie Hawn
Favorite Type of Music: 80’s Soft Rock
Favorite Musical Group: Eleven
Favorite Sports Team: Unity Mustangs
Favorite Book: To many to select
Favorite Hobby: Gardening
Proudest Accomplishment:
Getting married so young and raising
three great girls
Favorite Thing about IVHQ:
Coming to work in the morning and
saying good morning to all my guys.
I like to think we have a great rela-
tionship.

Physical Therapy Aide Kelly Howell challenges the
residents she works with at Fifer Infirmary to do as
much as they can for themselves so they can make their
lives comfortable.  How she accomplishes that task
varies day to day.  One day it might require tough love
and the next a little tender loving care.

Her upbeat attitude, compassion, understanding,
sense of humor, and professionalism make her a
favorite of residents and staff alike at Fifer.  For these
reasons and more she was selected as the July
Employee of the Month.

Kelly has been in the IVHQ Physical Therapy
department for the past 12 years.  Prior to that she
served for over a decade as a VNAC.  All told she has
been in the healthcare field for over 30 years.  She
works a 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. shift.

Kelly and her husband of nearly 33 years, Rick,
have three daughters and are anxiously awaiting their
first grandchild due in December.  The two enjoy many
activities together including rides on their Harley
Davidson motorcycle.  Kelly says they recently pushed
the limits of that enjoyment by going on an 180 mile
ride.  Kelly claims that ride was about as far as she
cared to go!

With two of their three daughters out of the house,
Kelly now has more time to garden and landscape
which she enjoys but notes can be expensive.  She plans
taking on even more projects once their youngest grad-
uates from high school.

There are many interesting notes and tidbits about
Kelly but perhaps the most intriguing is that she and
Rick were married when Kelly was just 16.  While mar-
rying young was common in the early to mid 1900’s, not
so much the last 50 years.  Three beautiful daughters
and over three decades together have proven their 1982
decision to be a good one.  Kelly tends to blush a bit
when telling someone how old she was when she mar-
ried but at the same time, she is very proud of how she
and Rick have made it work.  As she should be!

Kelly has a smile ready for everyone she meets and
is a joy to be around.  It is no wonder the residents and
staff at Fifer like her so much.

We are lucky to have Kelly Howell at IVHQ and On
The Job!

Kelly Howell
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ONTHEJOB
BY: RICK GENGENBACHER

THE FLACHS PROFILE
Birthday: May 2nd
Family: Children - Mackenzie, 10;
Connor, 7; and Andrew, 5
Military Service: None
IVHQ Service: Since January, 2012
Vehicle: Toyota Sienna Van
Favorite Beverage: Coffee
Favorite Food: Seafood
Favorite Movie: Braveheart
Favorite Actor: Mel Gibson
Favorite Actress: Angelina Jolie-Pitt
Favorite Type of Music:
Alternative Rock/Hip Hop
Favorite Musical Group:Smashing Pumpkins
Favorite Sports Team: St. Louis Cardinals
Favorite Book: Heaven is For Real
Favorite Magazine: Sports Illustrated
Favorite Hobby: Weight lifting and
collecting sports memorabilia
Proudest Accomplishment: Being a
father to my three beautiful children.  I
was blessed to see the birth of all three.
Favorite Thing about IVHQ:
Caring for the veterans who fought
for our country.

Seven of the first eight Employees of the Month in
2015 currently or have recently worked in Fifer
Infirmary.  Why?  Because they work as a cohesive
team at Fifer.  Greg Flachs is one of those valuable
team members who leads by example and thus, select-
ed as the August Employee of the Month.

Greg is a L.P.N at IVHQ.  He is currently assigned
to the Fifer Nursing team on the 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
shift but will be moving to the Elmore Nursing team on
the 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. shift at the end of August.
He has enjoyed working in Fifer and the day shift and
hopes to return to both in the future.

Greg followed his father, Pat, to the Home.  Pat, a
Stationary Engineer in the Power House, recently
celebrated his 29th year of IVHQ service.  It was
through Pat’s encouragement that Greg decided to join
the IVHQ team.

Greg’s greatest joy and accomplishment in life are
his three children.  His face lights up when talking
about his daughter and two sons.  The four enjoy being
with each other and especially their trips to the St.
Louis Zoo and St. Louis Cardinal games.

All three children attend St. Francis School and are
active in everything from sports to scouting.  Greg
beams when he tells about Mackenzie playing softball
this summer and how much he looks foward to watch-
ing all of them participate in school related activities.

Greg and Pat, both collect sports memorabilia.  Pat
has been collecting for many years and Greg is doing
the same now.  Greg speaks with a bit of envy about a
special piece in his dad’s collection - an autographed
baseball by the great Joe DiMaggio.

Greg enjoys keeping physically fit as he frequently
visits the local YMCA to lift weights and run.

Greg plans on continueing his education this fall on
an eventual path to his R.N. license.  He is just a few
prerequisites from being able to enter the R.N. program.

Greg is one of those people you just can’t help but
like.  His smile and pleasant demeanor make him fun
to be around.  The residents and staff at Markword,
where he previously worked, and Fifer have seen this
first hand.  Soon the good folks at Elmore will see it too.

We are lucky to have Greg Flachs at IVHQ and On
The Job!

Greg Flachs
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The Bible says that we should
magnify the Lord and rejoice in
Him forever.  What does that
mean?  One recent evening when
the moon was full I studied it from
my downstairs patio.  It seemed as
clear and close as the globe on the
lamp just to the side of the back
door.  Finding some binoculars, I
steadied them against the railing
and magnified the moon.  In other
words, I focused on it, made it larg-
er in my eyes, and studied it until I
was overwhelmed with its ivory
plains and dimly outlined moun-
tains, with its splotched craters and
jagged edges.

What happens when we magni-
fy the Lord?  Just that.  We focus on
Him, make Him larger in our eyes,
and study Him until overwhelmed
with His brightness, His love, His
grace, His care, His power.  And
when we do that, the next verb
comes into play... we rejoice in God
our Savior.  Magnifying Christ
brings joy to our hearts, joy that
levels every mountain and fills
every valley.  O magnify the Lord
with me and let us exalt his name
forever.

Rev. R.C. Sproul once said, “We
see throughout the Bible that when
someone in antiquity encountered
the holy God, the experience was
almost uniform.  To a person they
stood quaking in terror, trembling
before the Most High God.  They
were frightened; they were hum-
bled; they were disintegrated; but
they were certainly never bored.
How is it possible then that people
say church and Christianity is bor-
ing today?

Dr. A.W. Tozer makes an inter-
esting observation along these
lines; “Christian Churches have

come to the dangerous time predict-
ed long ago.  It is a time when we
can pat one another on the back,
congratulate ourselves and join in
the glad refrain found in the scrip-
tures; “we are rich, and increased
in goods, and have need of noth-
ing!”  It certainly is true that hard-
ly anything is missing from our
churches these days except the
most important thing.  We are
missing the genuine and sacred
offering of ourselves and our wor-
ship to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

My own loyalties and responsi-
bilities are and always will be with
the strongly evangelical, Bible-
believing, Christ-honoring church-
es.  We have been surging forward.
We are building great churches and
large congregations.  We are boast-
ing about high standards and we
are talking a lot about revival.  But
I have one question and it is not
just rhetoric; What has happened
to our WORSHIP?

Someone once said of WOR-
SHIP...
1. “Christian worship is the most
momentous, the most urgent, the
most glorious action that can take
place in human life.”  Karl Barth
2. “The world can be saved by one
thing and that is worship.  For to
worship is to quicken the con-
science by the holiness of God, to
feed the mind with the truth of
God, to purge the imagination by
the beauty of God, to open the heart
to the love of God, to devote the will
to the purpose of God.”  Rev.
William Temple
3. “The most acceptable service
we can do and show unto God, and
which alone he desires of us, is,
that he be praised of us.”  Martin

Luther
4. “God places high value on holi-
ness, reverence, and worship…He
approved neither idol worship or
idle worship but ideal worship in
spirit and in truth.”   Vance Havner

Karen Burton Mains wrote
these well-phrased admonitions
about worship in the preface of the
hymnbook, Sing Joyfully; “Worship
has been defined as being preoccu-
pied with God.  How do we learn to
become so preoccupied?  By devel-
oping intentionality.  By deliberate-
ly turning our minds toward divine
preoccupation.  By developing wor-
ship habits and working on them.
Intentional worship means a wor-
shipper is not going to church
expecting that worship will just
happen; but intentionality means
that a worshipper is going to
church determined to make wor-
ship happen.”

A church bulletin aptly stated
it this way:  “Too many Christians
worship their work, work at their
play, and play at their worship...
We must learn to work at our wor-
ship so that preoccupation with
God becomes delightfully habitual.”

We must remind ourselves,
over and over, that the focus of
Sunday worship must be upon the
living Christ among us.  In truth, if
Christ were bodily present and we
could see him with more than our
soul’s eyes, all our worship would
become intentional.  If Christ stood
on our platforms, we would bend
our knees without break; we would
confess our sins and weep over our
shortcomings.  If we could hear His
voice leading the hymns, we too
would sing heartily; the words
would take on meaning.  The Bible
reading would be lively; meaning
would pierce to the marrow of our
souls.  If Christ walked our aisles,
we would hasten to make amends
with that brother or sister to whom
we had not spoken.  We would vol-
unteer for service, the choir loft
would be crowded.  If we knew
Christ would attend our church
Sunday after Sunday, the front
pews would fill fastest, believers

Chaplain’s
Corner
BY REV. JOHN ADAMS
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would arrive early, offering plates
would be laden with sacrificial but
gladsome gifts, prayers would con-
centrate our attention on our
Savior,that is if Crist were pres-
ent...  But wait... Christ is present!

Believe that what we have seen
here today when it comes to the
wonderful word worship is that it

needs to have a focus in order to be
done correctly.  There is no better
target for our declarations of praise
and worship than toward our Lord
himself.  We cannot and must not
allow our praise and thanks giving
go to anyone or anything than our
worthy Savior and Lord.  We must
begin to develop an attitude of wor-

ship daily focused on the Lord and
filled with our personal expressions
of thanksgiving and praise.  

Psalm 9:1-2  KJV  “I will praise
thee, O Lord, with my whole heart;
I will show forth all thy marvelous
works.  I will be glad and rejoice in
thee:  I will sing praise to thy name,
O thou most High.”

RETIREMENTS (JUNE 17TH THROUGH AUGUST 18TH)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO IVHQ!  WE WISH YOU THE BEST!

Sue Harness
retired from the
Nursing on June
30th with nearly
30 years of service.

Diane Schultz
retired from Social
Services on June
30th with nearly 16
years of service.

Sarah Corrigan
retired from the
Adjutant’s Office
on June 30th with
nearly 35 years of
service.

PVT. JOE GOLF OUTING
18th Annual Outing to benefit the All

Wars Museum at the Illinois Veterans Home

Hole Sponsors and Players WELCOME

Friday, September 11th
Arrowhead Heights Golf Course in Camp Point IL

$100.00 Sponsorship Fee and $50.00 Player Fee.

Contact Rick Gengenbacher (217-222-8641, ext. 380) for more details.
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In a previous article I
announced that the Welcome
Corner had experienced a chang-
ing of the guard.  In other words,
there are some fresh faces to
greet you the next time you visit.
Margie Sly (American Legion
Auxiliary) and Marge Bisby
(Veterans of Foreign Wars) are
the new co-operators of the facili-
ty.  Carolyn Kling continues to
work there, along with three new
staff: Lois Hammitt, Kathy
Gallagher, and Patti Willard.
The change in personnel has
resulted in a fresh look at the
facility and how some things
might be improved.

For our new readers, the
Welcome Corner is a used cloth-
ing store located in the basement
of Lippincott Hall.  The store reg-
ularly receives donated clothing,
which is processed by the volun-
teers and then made available to
our residents in a store-like
setting - FREE of charge.  The
hours of operation are 1:00 p.m.
to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday and
Friday of each week.

I frequently take calls from
prospective donors who insist

that their donated clothing go
specifically to our facility so that
it benefits a veteran.  Often
times, the clothing is from a
deceased veteran and it is impor-
tant for their family to know that
the clothing is going to help
another veteran.  So, the
Welcome Corner is more than just
a used clothing store, it is a con-
nection point within our commu-
nity, and often times an example
of veterans helping veterans.

I alluded to the fact that some
changes were coming to the
Welcome Corner as a result of
new management.  Change does
not mean there was something
wrong with the old way of doing
things.  Indeed, a new perspective
can lead to changes that make
something good even better.
Hence the old proverb, “The more
things change, the more they stay
the same.”

The first thing return cus-
tomers will notice about the
Welcome Corner is that a lot of
work has been done by the volun-
teer staff to make shopping easier
for the residents.  The entire
shopping area has been expanded

so that it is much more wheel-
chair friendly.  Lots of room to
maneuver among the clothing
racks.  They have also reorgan-
ized the clothing so that there is
more of a natural flow regarding
sizes, styles etc.  When all the
changes are completed, and some
new paint added, the facility will
have a much brighter atmos-
phere.

Another change is that resi-
dents or staff can now call the
Welcome Corner (ext. 274) to
have clothing delivered to the
unit.  This service is intended for
those residents who are no longer
able to get to the store on their
own however.

The Welcome Corner staff
also appear to be fashionistas.
For you men, that means they are
experts at helping you pick out
clothing that matches.  In fact,
they recently helped one of our
male residents dress  “To the
nines” for his granddaughters col-
lege graduation!  That is definite-
ly a full service operation.

The new staff would love to
have you visit them and check out
the inventory.  They have more
than just clothing.  They have
books, puzzles, toiletries, hats,
shoes, and more.  They hope to
have an Open House when all the
work is completed so keep your
eyes open for a future announce-
ment on that. 

THANK YOU from all of us to
our new Welcome Corner volun-
teers for all that you are doing!

Volunteer
Voices
BY KELVIN ROBERTS

Tri-State Lugnuts
“Endless Summer” Car Show

Sunday, September 13th (all day), on IVHQ grounds.
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ANNIVERSARY DATES (SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE EMPLOYEES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE!

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES
Deanna Zbornak Dietary Sept. 5th

15 Year Anniversaries:
Tara Smith Nursing Sept. 5th
Lori Zimmerman Nursing Sept. 5th
Sherri Bush Nursing Sept, 11th
Tammy Marshall Housekeeping Sept. 11th
Greta Frankel Social Services Oct. 16th

10 Year Anniversaries:
Tanesha Humphrey Nursing Oct. 11th
Erin Little Nursing Oct. 11th
Amanda Rife Nursing Oct. 11th
Bob Westerheide Pharmacy Oct. 11th
Alicia Yates Nursing Oct. 11th

5 Year Anniversaries
Kayla Peters Nursing Sept. 7th
Rachael Dinklage Nursing Oct. 28th

CCONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS!!
TTHANKHANK YOUYOU FORFOR YOURYOUR YYEARSEARS OFOF SSERVICEERVICE!!

Lisa Allen
Pharmacy

26 years on 10/2

Dodie Abbott
Nursing

38 years on 9/16

Colette Douglas
Nursing

25 years on 10/22

Cathy Houston
Nursing

30 years on 9/3

Dianna Dyer
Nursing

25 years on 10/22

Barb Jones
Dietary

32 years on 9/1

Bob Schoch
Power Plant
28 years on 9/1

Anniversary dates are printed at
the 5, 10, 15, and 20 year anniver-
saries.  Starting at 25 years (and
all those above) employees will
have their photo published as
well.  Congratulations to all cele-
brating anniversaries during
these two months!

Theresa Landwehr
Business Office
25 years on 10/9

Helen Keller
Property Control
25 years on 10/9

Ricky Leonard
Facilities

25 years on 10/29

Angie Sass
Nursing

32 years on 10/31

Judy Paterson
Nursing

25 years on 9/14

Carrol White
Business Office
26 years on 9/18
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Hard Work and Creativity
As a young child growing in

Aledo, IL, George Richardson
carved animal figures out of drift
wood, and he believes this hobby
was the beginning of his creative
and, at the same time, hard-
working life.  Now at age 73 and
a resident at Fletcher Infirmary,
he cultivates his creativity with
the same steadfast resolve.

George William Richardson
was born in 1942 in this small
town 40 miles west of Galesburg,
the third of four children raised
alone by their mother after their
father had left.  Melvina
Richardson  cleaned houses and
sold handmade aprons and pot
holders, and all of her children
worked from their earliest ages
doing whatever they could “to
make a dime.”  Although the fam-
ily received ADC (Aid to
Dependent Children) and food
commodities, George says
poignantly, “We were never hun-
gry but also never filled up.  I got
used to it and didn’t think about
it.”  He graduated from Aledo
Senior High School’s Class of
1960 and says, “I sacked groceries
after school from 3:30 to 6 and
then set pins at the bowling alley
every night till 11.”  After this
bowling alley burned down,
George joined the Air Force in his
graduation year and completed
basic training at Lakeland AFB
in San Antonio, Texas.

The Air Force originally sent
him to supply school but he devel-
oped pneumonia and later had a
hernia operation followed by yet

another illness.  While convalesc-
ing, officials shifted his MOS to
food service cooking.  During his
three years and three months in
the military, Airman 2-C
Richardson worked as a cook,
first in Texas, then for two years
at Las Cruces, NM, and was hon-
orably discharged with an early
out after his duty at a Naval

Arms Depot in Hastings, NE.
“The military plans meals years
in advance and everyone works
on the same meals.  Unlike
restaurants, no cooked–to-order
or specialty items are served.”  As
Napoleon famously stated,
though, “an army runs on its
stomach” and this work is vital to
military service.

While home on leave in 1963,
he married his high school sweet-
heart, Anna Lily, and after his
discharge the couple continued to
live in Aledo.  Anna was affec-
tionately known as “Momma

Bear”and George “Poppa Bear.”
Their marriage, though, ended
after two years because he “chose
the bottle rather than her.” 

Following his divorce, George
moved to Kansas City and lived
there for the next 25 years.  He
married a second time to a
woman named Norma Finley,
who managed an apartment
building for Caldwell Banker.
George worked remodeling offices
and doing maintenance work for
the apartments and later worked
for 17 years as a coast–to–coast
truck driver out of Kansas City.

After a quarter century in
Missouri’s Queen City, the couple
moved to New Orleans, where
Norma had children.  They lived
there for 10 years with George
driving a cab at first until “crack
[cocaine] hit the streets” and then
working as a cook at Tony
Mandinas Restaurant.  During
this time in New Orleans, he
joined AA and says proudly that
he hasn’t had a drink since 1985.
He and Norma were married for
25 years and Anna herself was
married a second time for 35
years to a “nice guy and friend [of
George’s].”  Both of these mar-
riages ended with the deaths of
their spouses - three or four
months apart.

George and Anna’s lives seem
to have diverged when, ironical-
ly,Poppa Bear, who was living at
the time at a senior center in
Davenport, IA, agreed to house
sit for a summer in Indiana at his
daughter’s residence.  Anna, now
a widow, was living only a few
blocks away from this daughter.
“I always loved her and before too
long we were remarried and
stayed together for four more
years.  We divorced again but this
time it was because we were both
sick and needed Medicaid.  I got
some VA help but our joint
incomes were above the mini-
mum level to qualify for Medicaid

Mr. George Richardson

Resident
at Random

BY JOSEPH NEWKIRK
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and this decision was out of
necessity.  I had Parkinson’s dis-
ease and throat cancer and
Mamma Bear had breast cancer.
I still talk to her every day on the
phone and our kids - hers, mine,
and ours - number seven and now
there are grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.”

His life seems to have come
full circle in yet another way
when at age 56 he received a
phone call from a hotel room
seven miles from where he was
living.  It was the father he never
knew.  “We cried and hugged and
I saw him several more times
before he died.”

George’s childhood heroes
were bowlers and he himself
aspired to be a professional
bowler.  In adulthood he carried a
216 average and once bowled a
300 game and also several 290
and 279 games, but
was never endorsed by a sponsor
to enter the professional circuit.
“I gave it a good try, though, and
let the chips fall where they
may!”  In a most varied work
career, he was clubhouse manag-
er for seven years for the Quad
City River Bandits and saw many
St. Louis Cardinal players come
up through this Class A baseball
team.  He also worked for four
and-a-half years at Walmart and
at one time held dishwashing jobs
at two different restaurants.  “I
did whatever I needed to survive.
I learned early you couldn’t get
nothing without working for it.
My wives mostly raised the chil-
dren and now those kids are all
over the country.”  Along the way
he did volunteer work for senior

citizens and Goodwill.
In a life honed to make a liv-

ing, George astonishingly nur-
tured at the same time his cre-
ative side. He designs and makes
beautifully detailed latch hook
rugs that he later gives away;
paints hand saws with Biblical
scenes; plays the guitar; has writ-
ten three 350 page books of
genealogy that trace his family
history to 1550; composed origi-
nal poetry; and written a book
about Cherokee Indians.  “My
maternal grandmother was one-
quarter Cherokee and her mother
came in on the Trail of Tears that
rounded up the Indian Nation.
I’m one-eighths Cherokee
myself.” 

George is an avid reader and
Civil War buff who has visited
several sites (“if you study it in
depth, you know that war was
senseless”).  An enthusiastic
baseball fan all of his life, George
gave his collection of 70,000 cards
to a son.  A keen gardener him-
self, he says that Momma Bear
once had her picture and a write-
up in the local paper after grow-
ing 20 foot tomato plants in their
garden.  At IVHQ he is a member
of the Garden Club.

As he looks back on his life,
George Richardson has pointed
words about his vision for
America. “I’d like to see everyone
get a living wage and senior citi-
zens get more than a cost-of-liv-
ing raise [for Social Security]
each year.  Why should they have
to suffer?  I’ve always been a
Democrat and voted for President
Kennedy and I think Bill Clinton
was just as good a president.

Most politicians, though, don’t
deliver what they say.”

George now works on latch
hook rugs and talks about anoth-
er hobby waiting in the wings:
building model airplanes.  He
still writes poetry and reads some
verses aloud about Momma Bear,
a love of his life.  The dovetailing
of his hard-working life and cre-
ative spirit testifies to his
resiliency and tenacity to unique-
ly express himself in the world.

In his room’s background a
“cricket machine” softly emits
insect sounds designed to soothe
the mind.  It beckons him back to
his childhood in Aledo.  “We were
very poor as children and always
had to work, but it was the hap-
piest time of my life.  We used our
imagination and made up our
own games when we played with
neighborhood kids - without elec-
tronic gadgets.”

He now reaches for his latch
hook needles just as he once
reached for those pieces of drift
wood.  “I love it here at the
Veterans Home.  I think this
place has added 10 years to my
life!”  For George Richardson
those years will be spent as
always doing the creative work
that has defined his life and given
it momentum and meaning.

Editor’s Note:
The dates and events noted in the
Resident at Random article are to
the best recollection of the resident
highlighted.  The feature is for
entertainment purposes only.

Congratulations to Bob & Barb Essebagger who celebrated their
71st anniversary on June 30th!  Bob resides at Markword 1 while
Barb resides in Anderson Barrack and visits Bob frequently at
Markword.  Best wishes for many more, Bob & Barb!
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PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
Friday, December 18th - Resident & Family Christmas Party

(More details in the next two issues of the BUGLE.  Invites will be mailed to family members near Thanksgiving)

HOMELIKE ENVIRONMENT
PROJECT UPDATE

Jim Caves, Fletcher Infirmary, and his daughter,
Connie Anderson, enjoy a visit in the Fletcher 1 day-
room.  Connie is sitting in one of the new chairs recent-
ly purchased for the unit as part of the Homelike
Environment Project.  Her chair, along with another six
chairs and a couple end tables are all new and give the
room a new feel.  The chairs are very comfortable and

look great.  These improvement as well as others throughout the grounds were made possible by the gener-
ous donations of many individuals, families, and organizations to the Homelike Environment Project.  (Please
see page #26 for more details on this project.  Contributions of all size are appreciated and the best part of
the program is that improvements are being made as fast as the donations come in.)  Look for more updates
about this exciting project in future Bugles!

SPECIAL
PHOTOGRAPH
RECREATED 30
YEARS LATER

Pictured in the top photograph, taken in
1985, is Mike English with his son, Dallas.
Then, in the bottom photograph, taken in 2015,
is Dallas with his son, Ace, in the same pose.

Mike is the husband of Angie English who
works in Dietary and the son of  Bobbie English
who lived at IVHQ for over 11 years prior to his
death in August of 2007.

Our thanks to the Angie and the English
family for sharing these fun photos and infor-
mation with us!
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TAPS (JUNE 18TH THROUGH AUGUST 18TH)

GOD BLESS THESE SPECIAL MEN AND WOMEN, OUR COMRADES...

Steve Yadro, 91,
died July 15th.
Steve was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
1/15/15.

Bob Winking, 80,
died July 17th.
Bob was a Korean
War Air Force
Veteran and a res-
ident since 5/6/15.

Richard Webster,
91, died July 27th.
Richard was a
W W I I  A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
9/10/08.

Bert Weaver, 87,
died August 1st.
Bert was a WWII
and Korean War
Army Veteran and
a resident since
1/5/10.

Art Smith, 81,
died August 14th.
Art was a Korean
War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
7/29/14.

Gene Young, 72,
died July 15th.
Gene was a
Vietnam War
Army Veteran and
a resident since
3/11/03.

Russell Cunningham,
98, died July 5th.
Russell was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
6/8/15.

Gene Cooper, 87,
died August 14th.
Gene was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
8/4/15.

Roy Chafin, 88,
died July 14th,
Roy was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
7/18/13.

Jack Binkley,
71, died August
2nd.  Jack was a
Vietnam War
Army Veteran and
a resident since
4/25/00.

Bob Bennett, 82,
died August 4th.
Bob was a Korean
War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
6/11/80.

Dennis Ellingson,
76, died July 26th.
Dennis was a
Peace Time Navy
Veteran and a res-
ident since
6/17/15.

Rita Niehaus,
89, died August
14th.  Rita was a
Non-Veteran and
a resident since
4/15/09.

Joe Markert, 83,
died July 1st.  Joe
was a Korean War
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
9/23/13.

Bill Kronshagen,
84, died July 16th.
Bill was a Korean
War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
8/18/10.

Bob Kotek, 79,
died June 30th.
Bob was a Korean
War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
2/28/12.

JJ Jenkins, 95,
died July 12th.  JJ
was a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
1/28/98.

Herb Schmedt,
92, died July 26th.
Herb was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
7/13/11.
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ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT QUINCY

WISH LIST
These items currently cannot be funded through the regular budget process but are nonetheless worthy proj-
ects.  If you or your organization are interested in funding a portion or an entire project, simply contact
Administrator Bruce Vaca at (217) 222-8641, ext. #202 or Director of Marketing Rick Gengenbacher at ext.
#380.  All contributions, no matter the size, will be noted in the Bugle with the Wish List.  These items will
remain on the list until we have received enough funds to purchase them.  New items will be added from time
to time.  (Checks should be made payable to the Illinois Veterans Home .  Please write the name of the proj-
ect you wish to adopt in the memo note.)  THIS LIST IS IN PRIORITY ORDER. As always, thank you for your time
and consideration.

REQUESTED:DONATIONS TO REPLACE AGING CUSHMAN CARTS
REASON: The fleet of Cushman carts used by our tradesmen, as they travel the 210 acre campus to make

repairs, desperately needs to be replaced.  The carts, some used for nearly 50 years now, play a
vital role in the IVHQ maintenance program.  The carts carry tools, parts, and other equipment
in the most efficient way for the men who keep this great facility up and running.

PRICE: PRICES TO BE DETERMINED -- Any help would be appreciated and we could use as many as three
additional carts.

REQUESTED:HOMELIKE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT - ADOPT-A-CHAIR PROGRAM
REASON: Living environments influence quality of life and many studies have been done regarding the

impact the environment around us has on our health; physical, and emotional well-being.   Such
things as wall coverings/color, window coverings, lighting, and wall art influence us whether we
realize it or not.   These things help humanize healthcare environments and can make a setting
more reminiscent of home; that’s our goal with this endeavor, to create a more homelike environ-
ment for our residents starting with the dining room chairs.

PRICE: $325 to Adopt-a-Chair

REQUESTED:DONATIONS TO COVER PRINTING & MAILING EXPENSE FOR THE BUGLE
REASON: Donations are requested to help offset a portion of the annual expenses for the bi-monthly publi-

cation which, between printing and postage will exceed $20,000.00 per year.
PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

REQUESTED:DONATIONS TO THE RESIDENTS BENEFIT (ACTIVITIES) FUND
REASON: Daily activities for residents and all special events (such as the Family Picnic and the Christmas

Party) are funded out of the Residents Benefit Fund.  Donations of all sizes are always welcome
as our Activities Department continues to provide first-class events and reaches out to all residents
through a variety of activities.

PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

Thank You For Your Consideration!!!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!!

The Eugene Lambin
Memorial donated $175.00
to the Activity Fund

Catherine Judge
Gallagher donated $57.33
to the Tree Fund in memo-
ry of William Gallagher

The Stanley Barabasz Post
72 donated $50.00 to the
Activity Fund

Connie Hollensteiner
donated $50.00 to the
Activity Fund

Diane & Floyd Alexander
donated $300.00 to the
Activity Fund

The 24 Hr Group donated
$150.00 to the Activity
Fund

AMVETS Post #104 donat-
ed $25.00 to the Markword
Bingo Fund and $20 to the
Activity Fund

Catholic War Veterans
Post #1933 donated $25.00
to the Markword Bingo
Fund and $20 to the
Activity Fund

The Ron Carlson Memorial
donated $5,000.00 to the
Activity Fund

Raymond & Maria
Knowles donated $225.00
to the Activity Fund

An Anonymous Person
donated $8,000.00 for
Markword 1

Arnie & Judy Eichorst
donated $100.00 to the
Bugle Fund

The VFW Ladies Auxiliary
donated $374.50 for Red
Hat Party Treats

Greenview AMVETS Post
#179 donated $200.00 to
the Activity Fund

Alvera Bardon donated
$20.00 to the Bugle Fund

Daughters of the
American Revolution,
Springfield Chapter,
donated $25.00 to the
Activity Fund

Polish Legion of American
Veterans donated $100.00
to the Activity Fund 

VFW Ladies Auxiliary
Inc., Department of
Illinois, donated $1,000.00
to the Activity Fund

Martha Burns donated
$20.00 to the Activity
Fund in honor & memory
of her father for Father's
Day

The Arlan Kistler
Memorial donated $225.00
to the Activity Fund

American Legion Post
#246, Auxiliary Unit #246,
and SAL donated
$1,000.00 to the Activity
Fund

The Ross Apple Memorial
donated $125.00 to the
Activity Fund

Disabled Americans
Veterans, Hall Hagler
Chapter #15 donated
$1,000.00 to the Activity

Fund

Robert & Janet Kays
donated $75 for the
Cushman Carts and $25 to
the Bugle Fund

Sam Gass donated $100.00
to the Activity Fund

Macomb Elks Lodge 1009
donated $300.00 to the
Activity Fund

Kathy Danielson donated
$10.00 to the Bugle Fund

Cindy Koelher donated
$10.00 to the Bugle Fund

James & Donelle Mackey
donated $25.00 to the
Bugle Fund

Washington, IL District
Library Staff donated
$40.00 to the Activity
Fund

Bethany United Church of
Christ donated $100.00 to
the Activity Fund

Hazel Twaddle donated
$20.00 to the Bugle Fund

The Robert Kotek
Memorial donated $60.00
to the Activity Fund

The Loida Hodel Memorial
donated $25.00 to the
Activity Fund

John & Sharon Dew
donated $500.00 to the
Activity Fund

The Paul Tapocik
Memorial donated $50 to
the Activity Fund

American Legion, Robert
E. Coulter Jr. Post 1941,
donated $1,028.07 for
Comfort Items

The Forrest Young
Memorial donated $25.00
to the Activity Fund

The Dennis Ellingson
Memorial donated $35.00
to the Activity Fund

The Pat Price Memorial
donated $40.00 to the
Activity Fund

Merle & Judy Sims donat-
ed $100.00 to the Bugle
Fund

Lester Hammond Chapter
of the Korean War
Veterans donated
$1,635.59 - $500 Bugle;
$500 to the All Wars
Museum; and $635.59 to
the Activity Fund

American Legion,
Swansea Community Post
# 2007, donated $200.00 to
the Activity Fund

Charles & Hazel Stewart
donated $100.00 to the
Activity Fund

The Gerald Hilton
Memorial donated $10.00
to the Activity Fund

Elks National Veterans
Service Commission
donated $300.00 to the
Activity Fund

Springfield USBC WBA
donated $750.00 to the
Activity Fund

WISH LIST

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED(since last issue)
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Lester Hammond Chapter of KWV

In a bittersweet moment, members of the Lester Hammond Chapter of the
Korean War Veterans presented Administrator Bruce Vaca with a $1,635.59
check that closed out their account after the group voted to dislove their organ-
ization (due to age and health of members).  $635.59 of the donation was des-
ignated for the Activity Fund while the All Wars Museum Fund and Bugle
Fund each received $500.  The presentation was made on July 27th, the 62nd
anniversary date to the end of the Korean War.  Thanks for everything LHCKWV!


