
Veteran homelessness continues to impact veterans and their families across the nation. 
This month, I had the honor of participating on a panel hosted by the National Housing  
Conference and The Home Depot Foundation, “From Insight to Impact: Advancing 
Solutions in Veterans Housing” at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. The 
conference brought together housing leaders, service providers, policymakers, funders 
and veterans’ advocates to discuss solutions to expand housing for veterans.

Homelessness impacts veterans and families at their core. Too many veterans have spent the night in a car, 
on the street, and at best, in a shelter. The constant struggle of not knowing where you will be in an hour, 
five hours, or the next day elevates stress and leads to a desperate cycle of uncertainty and hopelessness. 

According to the October 2026 preliminary analysis of VA data, the projected count of homeless veterans is 
approximately 29,822.  This marks an 8.2% decrease from the prior year and the largest single-year decrease  
in veteran homelessness in 10 years. IDVA is proud to serve on the state’s interagency Task Force that is  
directed by Christine Haley, the Chief Homelessness Officer for the State of Illinois who shepherds the 
Home Illinois Plan, a statewide initiative aimed at building affordable housing, expanding safety nets, and 
preventing homelessness. HUD recognizes Illinois as one of the states with the largest numerical decreases 
in veteran homelessness nationwide. We are proud of the results we’re seeing but cannot rest until the  
number of veterans experiencing homelessness falls to zero.

If you are experiencing homelessness or know someone who is, there are resources with access to funding 
and housing.

How to Get Help Now

1. �Call 877-424-3838 (National Call Center for Homeless Veterans) for immediate connection  
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs+1.

2. Call IDVA at 1-217-782 6641 for Illinois specific assistance vetuplift.com.

3. Contact Illinois Joining Forces at 833-INFO-IJF (833-463-6453) illinoisjoiningforces.org

These programs can provide emergency shelter, rental assistance, case management, health care, and job 
support to help veterans stabilize and avoid homelessness.

Thank you for staying connected to IDVA.

Sincerely,
 
Terry Prince, Director and U.S. Navy Veteran

Message from IDVA Director Terry Prince 
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Illinois Lottery Ticket Supports Veterans Service Organizations

Support Illinois Veterans with the 7X Bingo Multiplier Instant Ticket!
The Illinois Lottery supports veterans across the state through its $5 7X Bingo Multiplier Instant 
Ticket. A portion of the proceeds goes to IDVA, which distributes the funds to organizations 
that provide essential programs and services for Illinois veterans.

Funds raised through ticket sales make a meaningful difference in veterans’ lives by support-
ing housing assistance, job training, mental health services, and other critical resources. When 
you purchase a 7X Bingo Multiplier Instant Ticket, players have a chance to win up to $200,000 
while also helping make a direct impact on the men and women who have served our country.

Learn more about how this ticket supports Veterans. 

Thank you for standing with us as we continue our work to support Illinois veterans!

Veterans Cash Grants
The Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs Allocates Over $500,000 in Illinois  
Lottery Veterans’ Cash Grants to Veteran Service Organizations 

DVA allocated nearly $500,000 for the second quarter of FY2027 in grants supporting organizations providing 
vital services to veterans and their families across Illinois.

The grants are part of the Veterans’ Cash Grants program, which aims to address critical issues facing veterans, 
including homelessness, post-traumatic stress treatment, behavioral health treatment, and workforce develop-
ment. The grants are funded through proceeds from the Illinois Lottery’s $5 7x Bingo Multiplier ticket. The Veter-
ans Scratch-Off Lottery Ticket grant is a yearly competitive reimbursement grant offered quarterly to nonprofits, 
tax-exempt entities, and governmental organizations that assist veterans in need. Eligible organizations may apply 
for grants ranging from $25,000 to $100,000 annually. Each quarter, IDVA’s committee reviews applications and 
awards grants to groups that have demonstrated proven need. 

“The recipients of this quarter’s veterans cash grants offer services that directly impact the well-being of veterans 
and their families,” said IDVA Director Terry Prince. “The continued partnership with the Illinois Lottery presents 
opportunities for veteran service organizations to expand their programs and extend their reach.”

Voluntary Action Center of Northern Illinois: Malnutrition among older and disabled veterans in America is a 
pressing and worsening crisis. Meals on Wheels is a proven intervention, delivering meals directly to homes and 
combating food insecurity and malnutrition among homebound older adults and individuals with disabilities. This 
grant will serve 75 Illinois veterans residing in Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, and Putnam counties, providing an estimat-
ed 7,500 home-delivered meals during the grant period. By ensuring regular access to healthy meals, Meals on 
Wheels directly strengthens veterans’ physical and mental well-being while supporting long-term independent 
community living. 

	 Grant: $50,000
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Veterans Cash Grants
This Able Veteran: This grant allows Able Veteran to train six service dogs to recognize and respond to trauma 
symptoms before they escalate, providing vital support to veterans through anxiety alerts and nightmare  
interruption techniques.

	 Grant: $99,550

Central Illinois Veterans Commission: The Illinois Central Illinois Veterans Commission provides veterans with 
the tools and system to obtain permanent housing This grant provides funding for furnishings and equipment for 
two homes for veterans. The veterans will be selected from the veteran homeless community or other veterans with 
severely insecure housing but live in the Central Illinois region.

	 Grant: $100,000

Fishing for Freedom: Fishing for Freedom - Quincy is a no entry fee bass, catfish, and crappie tournament that 
pairs active-duty military and veterans with professional anglers, avid tournament fishermen, fishing guides, and lo-
cal outdoorsmen for a day of fishing on local fisheries. Veterans enjoy a weekend of entertainment and enjoyment 
of the great outdoors at no cost. This event includes a social hour, tournament for Veterans’ Home residents,  
a Heroes Banquet, and tournament fishing on the Mighty Mississippi River or Mark Twain Lake. 

	 Grant: $50,000

Leave No Veteran Behind: Leave No Veteran Behind (LNVB) operates the Veteran Business and Wellness  
Corridor, a comprehensive resource center, located on the southeast side of Chicago, that improves the economic  
stability, health, and overall well-being of veterans, service members, and their families. The Corridor provides 
workforce development, career coaching, small business support, benefits navigation, financial education, peer 
support groups, wellness programming, and connections to mental health services in one accessible location. 
Through partnerships with veteran-serving organizations, employers, and wellness providers, participants will  
receive coordinated services, direct employment opportunities, and individualized support that promote long- 
term self-sufficiency and economic mobility. 

	 Grant: $100,000

Friends of Fisher House: Friends of Fisher House operates a humanitarian program which supports families 
during medical crises, including operation and maintenance of Hines VA Fisher House and Captain James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center Fisher House. These Fisher Houses provide a home for families of military and veteran 
patients receiving medical care at these hospitals. 

	 Grant: $65,000
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Veterans’ Homes
Veterans’ Home at Quincy Celebrates its 140th Founder’s Day
On February 18, 1885, Commander D.L. Dickason said, “I believe the day has come for a soldier and sailors’ home 
to be established and maintained by the state of Illinois.” On June 26, 1885, the Illinois General Assembly passed  
a bill establishing a home for the veterans of the Mexican War and the Civil War. $200,000 was appropriated for  
the new home, and after several months of review, Quincy was selected among 52 cities that sought the honor.  
The Home was officially opened on October 20th, 1886, 140 years ago. 

During the opening ceremony, Private Joseph Wilson Fifer was the final speaker representing veterans. Following 
his service in the Civil War, Fifer advocated for veterans’ pensions. He later became the mascot of the Home and 
the 19th governor of Illinois. 

The Home has provided care for thousands of veterans and their spouses. It has transformed over the years, with 
additions, renovations, and recently the building of a stunning, state-of-the-art domiciliary and long-term care 
buildings. The 210-acre campus is steeped in history while evolving to meet the needs of veterans with modern 
buildings that marry function with aesthetics. At the 140

The Veterans’ Home at Quincy is Illinois’ oldest and largest Veterans’ Home. It cares for nearly 300 residents,  
including veterans and their spouses. In addition to its residences, it’s 210-acre beautiful campus is home to bison, 
deer, and geese. Lake Illinois provides fishing and relaxation. Residents attend services at the Chapel, and Lippincott  
Hall is the backdrop for many events and celebrations, including the 140th Founder’s Day, October 20, 2026. 

The celebration included opening comments by Marketing Director Valerie Peterson and remarks by IDVA Director 
Terry Prince who said, “We’ve cared for hundreds of veterans, and it’s the commitment and the legacy of the Quincy 
Veterans’ Home continues to live on. It’s here where we are taking care of America’s finest every day, never forget-
ting what they’ve done for our country.”

Activities Directors Sara Colgrove led a trivia game which revealed many unknown facts about the history of the 
home. The residents enjoyed lunch prepared on the new grill donated by the American Legion, and a “champagne”  
toast was enjoyed. It was a celebration of the rich history of the Home and its promising future. 

In the words of veteran and resident Robert Whitten, “I live in the Taj Mahal. It has been wonderful, and I’m glad to 
be here. I’ve enjoyed helping people, and this is my family.”

Private Joe Fifer greets the residents. IDVA Director Terry Prince addresses  
the residents and staff.

Cheers to 140 years of the Veterans’  
Home at Quincy.
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Veterans’ Homes
Casino Afternoon at the Veterans’ 
Home at Manteno

Veterans’ Home at Quincy

Left to right: Jillian McLain, R1 Nursing Supervisor; Dustin 
Blaylock, R1 Care Plan Coordinator; and Angela Gifford, 

R1 Restorative Nurse.

Domiciliary residents U.S. Army Veteran Kirby Wiemelt, U.S. Air Force Veteran  
Annie Rohe, U.S. Army Veteran Jim Chaney and veteran spouse Marilyn Stam-
baugh handed out green army men suckers and traditional Halloween candy.

The Veterans’ Home at Quincy Employee Recognition Committee 
hosted a Trunk or Treat event around Lake Illinois for staff members  
and their families for trick or treating, s’mores over the stone fire-  
place, and a meal. A group of residents got in the spirit too, handing  
out treats from the Home’s Deuce and a Half UTV, complete with 
a uniformed “driver”. Several residents came to enjoy the festivi-
ties where nearly 300 people joined in the Halloween fun.  

Women Veterans
Central Region Supervisor Kimberly Yantis attended the Beneath The  
Service Women Veterans Leadership Training which brought together  
women veterans from across the country to focus on leadership development,  
personal resilience, and building strong peer networks within the veteran 
community. The training offered a thoughtful blend of workshops, discussions,  
and hands on activities centered around identity, confidence, communication,  
and leading with authenticity.

More than 800 women veterans applied, and only 40 were accepted into 
the cohort. It is a five month accredited program through Virginia Tech. The 
program was impactful and empowering where she heard other women 
veterans share their stories and leadership journeys which underscored the 
unique strength and perspective women bring to service and to their work  
in veterans’ advocacy. The environment was supportive and energizing, and  
it reinforced the importance of continued investment in women focused  
veteran programs.

“I believe this training would greatly benefit other female veterans in the 
state, especially those seeking to grow as leaders, strengthen their voices,  
or expand their professional networks,” said Kimberly.

For more information, visit:  Programs | Beneath the Service 

Niki Marin Founder and President of 
Beneath the Service and IDVA Central 

Region Supervisor Kimberly Yantis
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Women Veterans

The event brought together women Veterans for a 
day of fellowship, information sharing, advocacy, and 
connection. Attendees had the opportunity to share 
their experiences, learn about issues affecting wom-
en Veterans, and strengthen relationships within the 
women Veteran community.

The mission of the National Women Veterans United 
is reflected in its powerful motto: “One Voice; One Vi-
sion.” The event embodied this message by bringing 
women Veterans together to share their voices, raise 

awareness of issues affecting their community, and 
work toward a shared vision for the future of women 
Veterans.

One of the keynote speakers, Dr. Dickerson, provid-
ed an update on the planning for the Million Women 
Veteran March, scheduled for November 2027. She 
shared that planning is already underway and empha-
sized that the march will provide an opportunity to ac-
knowledge and bring greater attention to the needs, 
concerns, and experiences of women who have 
served and those who currently wear the uniform.

Healthcare was highlighted as one of the import-
ant policy issues that will be addressed, including 
concerns surrounding access. The discussion un-
derscored the importance of ensuring that women 
Veterans have a voice in conversations and policies 
that directly affect their health, well-being, and quality 
of life.

Dr. Dickerson concluded her remarks with an inspir-
ing call to action: “Let’s aim for a million!”

IDVA remains committed to connecting women Vet-
erans with resources, strengthening partnerships, and 
supporting opportunities that elevate the voices and 
experiences of women who have served our nation.

Women Veterans Program Coordinator Margo Wat-
son visited the Obama Presidential Center through an 
opportunity made possible by Women Veterans Rock. 
The day included meaningful conversations, fellow-
ship, mentorship, and opportunities to connect with 
other women Veterans. One of Margo’s highlights was 
meeting fellow woman veteran LaToya Hayward as 
she celebrated her recent selection to Colonel where 
they connected on experiences as women in the mili-
tary and veterans.

Being surrounded by women who understand the 
unique experiences, challenges, accomplishments, 
and resilience that come with military service was 
both empowering and inspiring for Margo. Experi-
ences like this strengthen our collective community 
and remind us of the importance of lifting one anoth-
er as we continue to serve, lead, and make an impact.

IDVA Veteran Service Officers Cynthia McKee and Michele Richards,  
and Women Veterans Coordinator Margo Watson attended an 
inspiring women veterans’ event in Evergreen Park, hosted by  

Rochelle Crump, President of the National Women Veterans United.

Women Veterans Program Coordinator Margo Watson and U.S. 
Army Veteran LaToya Hayward.

National Women Veterans United

Women Veterans Rock
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Women Veterans

Field Services

Veteran Service Officer Michael Willis, Veteran Service Officer  
Charletta Lutcher,  Education Specialist Enrique Cabrera, and  

Veteran Service Officer Malon Norfleet coordinated a Veterans  
Resource Fair on October 13th at the American Legion in Joliet  

to assist in advocating for veterans and helping them receive  
the benefits that they are entitled to.  
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Pink Out Day
Across the state, IDVA employees showed their support of people battling breast cancer,  the survivors, and those 
whose lives were lost by wearing their best pink. Thank you to everyone who supported this initiative. For those 
interested in more information on mammograms, the most effective means to early detection, please visit:  
Mammogram/Breast Health - Women Veterans Health Care. 
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IDVA is Hiring
IDVA continues to recruit, hire, and train for positions across the agency. IDVA’s Veterans’ Homes in Anna, Chicago, 
LaSalle, Manteno, and Quincy are continuously hiring medical professionals and staff to care for veterans. Veteran 
Service Officers are in high demand, and positions are available across the state. For veterans interested in serving 
their fellow veterans, this is an amazing opportunity to train to guide veterans through the claims process. You can 
change lives. Central Office positions are available to help support the teams on the front lines. Consider attending 
one of the virtual job fairs that can guide you through the process of applying for a state job and relevant informa-
tion on resumes and interviewing. 
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Our mission at the IDVA is very simple. To serve those who have served. In doing so, we serve not only the men and women who have worn the uniform, but 
also their families. It is our privilege to be able to help our veterans receive the benefits they have earned through service to our nation. Our goal is to empower 
our veterans and their families to thrive in all aspects of their lives.
We know there are many veterans within our great state who do not require any assistance – but we still want to encourage you to “Stand Up and Be Counted!” 
by registering with your local VSO. In doing so, you’re helping IDVA to do a better job of planning for services, seeking federal funding and understanding the 
needs of our veteran communities statewide. Click here to register.
We thank you for your service and for your sacrifice and we at the IDVA look forward to offering our services to you.
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Let us Know! 
If you are an Illinois veteran or other Illinois resident who seeks services from the Illinois Department of Veterans 

Affairs (IDVA); a resident of any Illinois Veterans’ Home, a family member of a resident, a visitor of any Illinois  
Veterans’ Home; a vendor and/or contractor of the IDVA; or staff of the IDVA, we want to hear from you. 

This office welcomes feedback about the services being provided to the veterans of Illinois.  
If you received exceptional service or have concerns involving any member of the Illinois  

Department of Veterans Affairs, please let us know.  

Email us at 

IDVA.accountability@illinois.gov 

or Call our Toll-Free Helpline 

1-855-660-7011

More information about the VAU can be found on the Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs website  

https://veterans.illinois.gov/ 

The VAU maintains the confidentiality of investigations, complainants, and witnesses to the maximum  
extent allowable, but must disclose complaints to the Office of the Executive Inspector General (OEIG).   

You can obtain more information about the OEIG or file a complaint with the OEIG directly  
through its website at https://oeig.illinois.gov/.

Illinois Veterans Accountability Unit (VAU)

Do you have a Compliment,  
Recommendation, Question, or Complaint?


